THE SPIRIT OF REVELATION, ETC.

This is the condition that the Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints is
in, and in that respect it stands distinct
from all other bodies of so-called Chris-
tians now extant upon the face of the
earth. But in this respect it is exactly the
same as the old Church we read about in
the Bible.

The beginning of this great latter-
day work was when the Father and the
Son revealed themselves to the Prophet
Joseph Smith. God spake from heaven.
God opened up the communication that
had been lost for centuries. Ages had
rolled along and there was no voice from
above. But the Lord spake to Joseph say-
ing, "This is My Beloved Son, Hear Him!"
The Lord, the Great God, the Eternal Fa-
ther, who spake in ancient times by the
Prophets; and in the meridian of time
by His Only Begotten Son, has spoken
in this age of the world and has pointed
to His Son as His mouthpiece as stand-
ing between him and the inhabitants of
the earth, and this work in which you
and I are engaged, is under the imme-
diate direction of that holy being, our
Elder Brother Jesus Christ, whom we
are commanded to hear. We are not to
go after the vain traditions of sects, nor
the vagaries of men; we are to "Hear
Him!" God has said so. Every doctrine
and every principle that has been re-
vealed to the Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints has come from the Fa-
ther through the Son and by messengers
who have been sent to this world by the
Son, and by the power of the Holy Spirit,
which bears witness of the Father and
the Son. It is as it was in that revela-
tion given to St. John on Patmos. Read
the first two verses of the first chapter of
the book of Revelation: "The Revelation
of Jesus Christ, which God gave unto
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him, to show unto his servants things
which must shortly come to pass; and
he sent and signified it by his angel
unto his servant John." That is the or-
der. God, our Father, is the author of
all things here upon this earth. He is
the developer or revelator of truth to us.
He is the author of our existence and of
our faith; it all comes from Him; but it
comes through Jesus Christ; He stands
between us and the Father, and although
all things are of the Father, they come
by and through Jesus Christ, the me-
diator. He sends others as the Father
sent Him. These come and minister to
those on the earth. And the Holy Ghost
that proceeds from the Father, that fills
all the immensity of space, that is in all
things and through all things and round
about all things, and is "the law by which
all things are governed;" that beareth
witness of the truth to all people who
abide by the truth, will quicken them
and bring them into communion with the
Father and the Son. And therein lies the
beauty of our faith.

Now, this communication that I am
speaking of is not confined alone to those
that are called to the Priesthood in this
Church; it is not confined to three or
twelve or seventy, or any given number
of men, or to all the men; it belongs to
the whole Church, male and female. It is
the spirit of revelation, the spirit of Je-
sus, which is the spirit of prophecy. This
spirit quickens the whole body. And here
again is a distinction between us and the
rest of the world. We cannot only receive
the Holy Spirit to gladden our hearts, to
cheer our souls, to comfort us, to make
plain what is written in the books, but
also as a present revelator. Just as the
light that comes from the sun streams



