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reth, who died on Calvary’s Mount, is His
son; that He has revealed Himself in our
time; that the Holy Ghost, the spirit of rev-
elation, has spoken to my soul, bearing wit-
ness to me of the truth of this work, and I
rejoice that I am a Latter-day Saint.

I pray God to bless us as a worshipping
congregation today; that He will seal upon
our hearts the spirit that shall help us to be
truthful and righteous and pure, and that
we may always be actuated by the spirit of
revelation, through Jesus Christ. Amen.
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THE ADVANCEMENT OF GOD’S PEOPLE UNDER THE
INFLUENCES OF THE GOSPEL, ETC.

DISCOURSE BY ELDER HENRY W. NAISBITT, DELIVERED IN THE ASSEMBLY HALL,
SALT LAKE CITY, SUNDAY AFTERNOON, FEB. 20, 1881
Reported by John Irvine

It is related in the history of the Lord
Jesus Christ, that upon a certain occasion
(after some of His marvelous works), He
was followed by a great number of people;
and upon noticing that this continued, He
called His disciples and said—

“I have compassion on the multitude,
because they continue with me now
three days, and have nothing to eat: and
I will not send them away fasting, lest
they faint by the way. And his disciples
said unto him, Whence should we have
so much bread in the wilderness, as to
fill so great a multitude? And Jesus saith
unto them, How many loaves have
ye? And they said, Seven, and a few little
fishes. And he commanded them to
sit down on the ground. And he took
the seven loaves and the fishes, and gave
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thanks, and brake them, and gave to his
disciples, and the disciples to the multi-
tude. And they did all eat, and were filled:
and they took up of the broken meat that
was left seven baskets full. And they that
did eat were four thousand men, beside
women and children.”

In looking upon a congregation like
the present, I think that every Elder in
Israel must feel that from the few small
loaves and fishes which he may have ac-
cumulated in his experience, he is unable
to feed and supply the necessities of the
multitude before him. But while he occu-
pies the position, he realizes that the infi-
nite resources of the Holy Spirit are within
general reach, and that this can be sup-
plied and so administered as to bring home
the little food that may be presented; and

5/26/20 6:46 PM



