PARTAKING OF THE LORD'S SUPPER, ETC.

path that leads to the Father's presence,
we would get so near to him that we
would learn of him personally. But all
have gone astray, and when we take up
the history of mankind and view it in
the various ages and among the vari-
ous races of men, we find that they have
all been prone to do evil; that the great
bulk of the human family, at any rate,
have loved darkness rather than light;
that they have loved error rather than
truth, and that they have been led by
the Evil One rather than by the spirit
which comes from the Father. When Je-
sus Christ came upon the earth, he told
the people that if he had not come among
them, they would not have had sin, but
now that he had come among them they
had no cloak for their sin. Why? "Be-
cause,” said the Savior, "light is come
into the world, and men love darkness
rather than light, because their deeds
were evil." And as Christ came in the
meridian of time to reveal the Father to
the children of men, so far as they could
understand him, so at different times
during the world's history God has sent
holy men, inspired of the Holy Ghost,
men authorized of him to declare his
word to the people that they might have
life, that they might, if they pleased,
choose the light and walk therein, or
choose the darkness and walk therein.
But how has it been with those holy
men? Have the people of the world
generally received them? Have they
welcomed them and their testimony?
Have they hailed with joy the messen-
gers from the Holy One, bringing light
and truth and glad tidings of great joy?
No. We find when we come to investi-
gate the matter, that in all ages of the
world the Prophets of God have been
rejected of men. Jesus, the Son of
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God, had to say to the people in his day,
"which of the prophets have not your fa-
thers slain?" and He told the people of
his day that upon them would come "all
the righteous blood shed upon the earth,
from the blood of righteous Abel unto
the blood of Zacharias son of Barachias,
whom they slew between the temple and
the altar. Verily I say unto you, All these
things shall come upon this generation."
Why? Because they had the testimony
of those previous Prophets, they had the
testimony of those holy men who had
come in former ages, and they could see,
by reading the history of the past, how
wickedly mankind had rejected the ser-
vants of God, and yet, when the Lord Je-
sus Christ, the Son of God, came right
into their own midst they rejected him,
and in rejecting him they also rejected
the Prophets which were before him,
who predicted his coming, and the blood
of all was to come upon that generation.
This is how it has been in all ages of
the world, the Prophets have been re-
jected. If a man came who flattered the
people, who spoke the enticing words of
man's wisdom, or according to the learn-
ing and science of the age in which he
came, they would receive him with open
arms, they would welcome him to their
hearts, they would receive his teaching,
they would feast and applaud him, they
would clothe and feed him and make
him rich. But if a man came with the
word of the Lord, with authority from
the Holy One, to minister in the name
of the Most High, they would reject him
and put him to death. Take up the Bible
and read the history of the old Prophets.
What was their fate? Why, just as Paul
tells us in his epistle to the Hebrews.
They were stoned, sawn asunder, be-



