PARTAKING OF THE LORD’S SUPPER, ETC. 89

have been brought up a Christian, and
therefore I believe it.” But do you know
that Jesus is the Christ? No, you cannot
know unless you get a revelation from God
to that effect. You may believe that Jesus
is the Christ, you may have been trained
up in that belief; but you cannot know it
unless God shall reveal it to you. It is only
by the power of the Holy Ghost, that this
knowledge can come to the children of
men, neither can knowledge come to any-
one concerning the things of God, except
by the same spirit.

Now this gift of the Holy Ghost, as I be-
fore remarked, is the greatest boon that can
be conferred upon mortal men, because by
it they can discern and comprehend the
things of God, and without it they can-
not. They may reflect upon them, ponder
upon them, speculate about them; they
may come to certain conclusions in their
own minds by reason and logic, but they
cannot obtain a knowledge of these things
unless it is by the power and gift of the
Holy Ghost, which is a spirit of revelation.
How can this gift be obtained? It can only
be obtained in the way that the Father has
pointed out. The way is plain and simple,
but there is only one way. The Lord does
not confer his gifts just as people please.
The God who governs the universe has a
way of his own. He does not ask us how
we want seed time and harvest regulated,
or how the earth shall revolve upon its
axis, or how it shall move around the sun.
He does not ask us when we want warm
weather, or cold weather, nor when we
want the rain or snow to descend, or the
clouds to move away and leave the sun to
shine forth in all its splendor. He governs
the universe by fixed laws that cannot be
turned out of their way by the whims of
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men. And so it is in the spiritual universe.
Earthly things are a pattern of heavenly
things, and as there are laws that govern
the physical things, so there are also fixed
laws which govern spiritual things. There
is a way by which this gift of the Holy
Ghost as a spirit of revelation to make
manifest the things of the Father and of
the Son, and make them plain to mortal
men in the flesh can be obtained. What
is it? It is pointed out very clearly in the
Scriptures, but strange to say the great bulk
of the people who profess to believe in the
Scriptures, do not take that way when it
is made plain to their understanding. In
the first place, according to the Scriptures,
men must believe in God. They can-
not come to him without they believe in
him. Faith must be quickened in the hu-
man heart, and all people have power to
believe. When a servant of God, inspired
by the Holy Spirit, preaches the word of
life, those who are desirous of the truth
will be stirred up into faith by the power
of his testimony and his preaching, and
the authority of the Priesthood he bears.
That natural light that enlightens every
man that comes into the world will be
awakened. For light cleaveth unto light,
and truth cleaveth unto truth; and as the
light of the sun when it streams over the
mountain tops wakens up the latent light
in the earth, and as the warm rays pour-
ing down waken up its latent warmth, so
the testimony of the servant of God, by the
power of the Holy Ghost, and the author-
ity which he holds wakens up the natural
spirit of intelligence born in every man
and woman, and the testimony he bears
will find an echo in their hearts, the truth
he presents will be made plain to their
understanding, and they will see as he
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