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of their sins, then have hands laid upon
them for the reception of the Holy Ghost.
They had authority to baptize, but they
did not always have authority to confer
the gift of the Holy Ghost. Philip went
down to Samaria and preached the word
of the Lord, and a great many were bap-
tized, but they did not receive the Holy
Ghost, although they believed in Jesus
and were baptized. They could not re-
ceive that gift until someone came down
from Jerusalem, having authority, but
when Peter and John came down and laid
their hands upon them, then the Holy
Ghost fell upon them. When people re-
ceived this Holy Spirit in olden times,
what were its effects upon them? We read
here in the New Testament that people
had an inward witness that they were ac-
cepted of God. That was the blessing
every man and woman in the Church
enjoyed in olden times. It was no lon-
ger a matter of speculation; they had the
Comforter, the Holy Ghost, the Spirit of
the Lord, which revealed the things of the
Father and Son to them, and they could
say like Peter, “Thou art the Christ, the
Son of the living God.” “God has revealed
it to me, and I know it. I am no longer
in doubt. My faith has grown to knowl-
edge. I know that thou livest, I know that
Christ is thy Son, and I know that I am
on the path which leads to thy presence.”
What else? All those who received this
spirit received the same spirit. They were
no longer Sectaries, Pharisees, Sadducees,
Essenes, Herodians, or of any other sect;
they were “all baptized by one Spirit
into one body, whether Jew or Gentile,
bond or free,” and they had “One Lord,
one faith, one baptism, and one hope of
their calling.” Hence you see one of its ef-
fects was to make all see eye to eye. They
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were no longer divided in their opinions in
regard to these matters, but were united,
seeing alike and understanding alike. Now,
some will say it is impossible for people of
differently constructed minds to see and
know alike. Why? If they will only reflect a
lictle, they will see that this is not the case.
How many people will dispute that five
times four make twenty? Is there anybody
that disputes that? In that case all people
understand alike. And so in regard to any
of the principles of mathematics when un-
derstood. Now, if we can agree in regard to
these things, why not in regard to spiritual
things? If we are all influenced by the same
spirit, why should we not see eye to eye?
There is a day to come when “the earth
shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord,
as the waters cover the sea. And when no
one shall need say to his neighbor, Know
ye the Lord: for all shall know him, from
the least to the greatest.” All shall see and
comprehend alike, being baptized by one
spirit and having the glorious boon of the
Holy Ghost, the Comforter, which reveals
the things of God, and makes them plain
to the human mind. The gifts of the spirit
are enumerated by St. Paul, in the 12th
chapter of Corinthians. “To one,” he says,
“is given the word of wisdom; to another
the word of knowledge; To another faith;
to another the gifts of healing; To another
the working of miracles,” etc.—different
gifts to different persons, all by the same
spirit. What else? “Why,” says the Apostle
Paul, “the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy,
peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness,
faith, Meekness, temperance.” These are
some of the fruits of the spirit, and accord-
ing to the amount of the outpouring of
that spirit upon the different individuals,
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