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the power and gift of the Holy Ghost.
That is where our unity comes in; it is our
obedience to law and to truth, not to man.
People very much mistake the character
of the Latter-day Saints, if they think we
are a lot of serfs. We have come out from
amongst the various nations against the
opposition of our friends and kindred and
stood up for the right. We have crossed the
great deep and traversed the broad plains
for our religion. When I crossed the ocean,
it took thirty days to accomplish the voy-
age, and thirteen weeks to cross the plains.
I am the only one of my family who re-
ceived the Gospel. I came here because I
knew it was true and that I might learn
more of the ways of God. I came to throw
in my lot with the people of God for life or
for death, for time and for eternity, with
all my powers bodily, mental, physical and
spiritual. In giving my testimony I merely
speak the testimony of hundreds and thou-
sands that inhabit these mountain valleys.
Well, now we are here, what do we in-
tend to do? We will find out the law of
God as fast as we can and by the help of
God we will live it. We will try to carry this
Gospel to the uttermost parts of the earth,
east, west, north and south. We are willing
to go any number of miles to any nation,
bearing our own expenses generally. What
for? To preach this Gospel, and bear testi-
mony that God has spoken from the heav-
ens. But some may say, “You are a very
bad people. You marry many wives and
are raising up a host of children.” Well, we
are no worse than the father of the faithful,
Abraham, the friend of God, and if you do
not like men who have more wives than
one, I am very much afraid that when you
get to the gates of the holy city, the New
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Jerusalem, on which will be inscribed the
names of twelve men who were the sons
of four women by one man—and if you
should pass through the gates into the ce-
lestial city, and find Abraham, Isaac and
Jacob in the kingdom of God, with their
wives and children as the beginning of
their everlasting glory and dominion, that
you will say, “I want to go somewhere else:
let me get out of this city, it is inhabited by
polygamists.”

Before I sit down let me say, my friends,
that those in this community who have
married more wives than one have done so
from pure motives. But some people can-
not comprehend that. This generation is so
corrupt and so licentious that some cannot
understand how a man can marry one wife
from pure motives. Now if you can under-
stand the feelings and motives with which
a virtuous man marries the wife of his
youth, “for better or worse,” then you can
comprehend the motives of the Latter-day
Saints when they marry more wives, for the
same promptings that actuated them in the
first place, actuate them in the next. God
Almighty has given us a revelation con-
cerning this matter. We marry our wives
under divine direction and divine sanction,
and under the same holy Priesthood which
has power to administer baptism for the re-
mission of sins and the laying on of hands
for the gift of the Holy Ghost, and “what-
soever it shall bind on earth shall be bound
in heaven: and whatsoever it shall loose on
earth shall be loosed in heaven.” I have no
time, however, to dwell on this subject, but
I will just say that our marriage is celestial
marriage for time and all eternity—Ilike
that with which Adam was married to Eve
in the Garden of Eden when they were
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