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While I was sitting here today, a por-
tion of the record of Alma suggested it-
self to my mind, which I will read, as
found recorded in the 4th chapter of the
Book of Alma—(new edition).

[The speaker then read the greater
portion of the 4th chap.] Continuing he
said:

I should not attempt to get on my
feet to speak to you my own thoughts, or
my own feelings, or that which my own
spirit would suggest. I have had suffi-
cient experience in my life to know that
for a man to impart profitable instruc-
tion unto his fellow creatures in the ca-
pacity of a teacher of the things of God,
he must have the aid of the Spirit of
God. Without that he cannot impart that
which will be of permanent profit to any-
one. I know it is the privilege of a peo-
ple situated as we are to know the mind
and will of the Lord concerning us, and
also when we come into an assemblage of
this character to receive the instruction
which is adapted to the circumstances of
each particular individual, and that is
the office of the spirit. I cannot tell your

feelings. I do not know your hearts.
There may be secret sorrows, there may
be griefs, there may be doubts, there may
be many things that oppress you in your
feelings, of which I am entirely igno-
rant. But the Spirit knoweth the things
of God. God knoweth our hearts and
his all-piercing eye can penetrate the in-
most recesses of our hearts, and every
thought, every secret is known to him,
and he can, through the aid of his Holy
Spirit, impart to each one that portion of
strength, of comfort, of light which each
soul may need to strengthen it on its on-
ward journey in the path which God our
Father has marked out for us to pursue,
and unless a meeting of this kind is at-
tended, with these effects, to me it is ex-
ceedingly unsatisfactory. When I go as a
listener, I desire to go to meeting to be
fed, to go away from the meeting with a
feeling that I have received that which
will be a benefit to me in my life, in the
acts of my life, and so also if I speak.
The position of the Latter-day
Saints in this respect is different
from that of every other people which



