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As a people we should live day by day so

as to have the spirit of God resting upon

us.

I have great pleasure in testifying to

you of my own experience in these mat-

ters. I have been away now for some

eight or ten years, more than half of my

time from the Church; alone, so to speak;

I have not had the advantages of other

Elders, because they are visiting among

the various branches. I therefore can

appreciate these things which I perhaps

would not appreciate if I had been con-

stantly in the society of the Saints. I

sometimes regret this; I feel that I have

not the advantages my brethren have;

but I have no doubt the Lord makes up

for it in other ways. I have proved to

my entire satisfaction, that God is will-

ing to reveal Himself to His servants un-

der all circumstances, to make his mind

and will plain to them, and I have had to

live in that way while I have been gone.

Circumstances have sometimes been of

such a nature that I could not see what

to do by my own wisdom; but I have

never yet—and I do not say this from

vanity at all, I say it to encourage you;

I do not say it because I consider myself

blessed above you, but I say it because it

is your privilege and because I would like

to stir you up to faith that you may re-

ceive those blessings of God—I say there

never has been a moment when I have

been absent, but what I have had shown

to me what to do, what steps to take,

what to say and what not to say. It gives

me great joy to bear testimony to these

things; and if there is one thing that I

feel more thankful for than another, it is

that God has restored His Church, and

that I have the privilege of being a mem-

ber of it. When Brother Erastus Snow

was speaking today, and when Brother

Woodruff was speaking yesterday, I

could scarcely control myself. You

heard how the Lord led the brethren

across these plains, and how when Pres-

ident Young saw this valley, he said to

Brother Woodruff, and afterwards to the

brethren of the camp: "Here is the place."

Was there any doubt in his mind? No;

the Lord had revealed the place to him,

he knew it for himself. I remember on

one occasion telling President Young, the

first year we were here—Iwas then quite

a boy—that if we could only get bread

and water I should feel satisfied if we

could only have peace. Well, we had

peace. We were not harassed; indeed a

more peaceful time than we had when

we came into these valleys never was en-

joyed by any people on the face of the

earth. President Young knew what the

Lord would do. The Lord had revealed

it to him, and described many things

which have not yet occurred. Is not this

precious?—to have the word of the Lord,

to know we are led by the inspiration of

the Almighty. It is one of the greatest

blessings that a people can enjoy. Ever

since the Church was organized, we have

been led by revelation. And who has

been misled by it? People have always

prospered who have listened to the voice

of the Shepherd. It was so in the days of

Joseph, it was so in the days of President

Young, it is so today under President

Taylor, and it will be so to the end. The

Lord has stretched forth his hand to ac-

complish his purposes, and it will not be

withdrawn until all is fulfilled. We shall

not be destitute of the voice of revelation.

We may do a great many things contrary

to the mind and will of God, for which


