
Jesus. They put away the old man and his 
deeds, and they become new; they receive 
of the Spirit which unites them together 
and makes them one; and all those beauti-
ful thoughts, and those glorious truths, and 
those delightful moral sentiments which 
they hear and have heard outside this 
Church, they can understand and they can 
see which is true and which is untrue; they 
can distinguish between the two; and they 
are knit together in love one to the other.

This is the marvelous work, and a 
wonder concerning which Isaiah spoke. 
The Lord said, through that Prophet: 
“Forasmuch as this people draw near me 
with their mouth, and with their lips do 
honor me, but have removed their heart 
far from me, and their fear toward me is 
taught by the precepts of men: Therefore, 
behold, I proceed to do a marvelous work 
among this people, even a marvelous work 
and a wonder: for the wisdom of their 
wise men shall perish, and the understand-
ing of their prudent men shall be hid.” 
The wisdom of the wise has perished in 
the presence of the Gospel declared by 
the Elders of this Church, and we, as a 
people, have been gathered out as a stand-
ing protest against the folly of the creeds 
of men, and as a standing protest against 
that which is called the wisdom of man. 
And the Lord has shown by the building 
up of this Church that he is able to do his 
own work in his own way. And he chooses 
his own instruments, through whom to ac-
complish it; and when we shall have fin-
ished our work, none of us will be able to 
take any glory to ourselves; no single son 
or daughter of Adam will be able to claim 
the least degree of credit to himself or her-
self when the work shall be accomplished.

The Lord is determined that he shall have 
the glory; that his name will be praised 
for all that has been done, and that shall 
be done. If we were the learned, if we had 
the wisdom of the world, and if we were to 
accomplish these results through worldly 
wisdom or power, there might be an op-
portunity given unto us to take glory to 
ourselves; we might under such circum-
stances say, it was by our wisdom and by 
our ability that these things were accom-
plished. But as it is we cannot do that; and 
if we attempt it and continue to indulge in 
such a belief, the Spirit of God will leave 
us to ourselves, and our weakness will be 
made apparent not only to ourselves but 
unto all men with whom we associate. But 
God will have a tried and peculiar people. 
We have been tried to some extent, but not 
to the extent which we probably will be; 
there are many things in which we will be 
greatly tried before we get through. Every 
Latter-day Saint who gains a celestial glory 
will be tried to the very uttermost. If there 
is a point in our character that is weak and 
tender, you may depend upon it that the 
Lord will reach after that, and we will be 
tried at that spot, for the Lord will test us 
to the utmost before we can get through 
and receive that glory and exaltation which 
He has in store for us as a people. When 
we think about the character of the exalta-
tion promised unto us, we can understand 
why this should be the case. What are we 
striving for? What are we aiming to ob-
tains? Our constant prayer to God is that 
we may be considered worthy to receive 
celestial glory. That is the prayer of ev-
eryone who belongs to the Church. Every 
man and every woman who prays unto the 
Father, who is in the habit of doing so, ex-
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