
DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE TRUE CHURCH OF CHRIST, ETC. 123

Jesus. They put away the old man and

his deeds, and they become new; they

receive of the Spirit which unites them

together and makes them one; and all

those beautiful thoughts, and those glo-

rious truths, and those delightful moral

sentiments which they hear and have

heard outside this Church, they can un-

derstand and they can see which is true

and which is untrue; they can distin-

guish between the two; and they are knit

together in love one to the other.

This is the marvelous work, and a

wonder concerning which Isaiah spoke.

The Lord said, through that Prophet:

"Forasmuch as this people draw near me

with their mouth, and with their lips

do honor me, but have removed their

hearts far from me, and their fear to-

ward me is taught by the precepts of

men: Therefore, behold, I proceed to

do a marvelous work among this peo-

ple, even a marvelous work and a won-

der: for the wisdom of their wise men

shall perish, and the understanding of

their prudent men shall be hid." The wis-

dom of the wise has perished in the pres-

ence of the Gospel declared by the El-

ders of this Church, and we, as a peo-

ple, have been gathered out as a stand-

ing protest against the folly of the creeds

of men, and as a standing protest against

that which is called the wisdom of man.

And the Lord has shown by the build-

ing up of this Church that he is able to

do his own work in his own way. And

he chooses his own instruments, through

whom to accomplish it; and when we

shall have finished our work, none of

us will be able to take any glory to

ourselves; no single son or daughter of

Adam will be able to claim the least

degree of credit to himself or herself

when the work shall be accomplished.

The Lord is determined that he shall

have the glory; that his name will be

praised for all that has been done, and

that shall be done. If we were the

learned, if we had the wisdom of the

world, and if we were to accomplish

these results through worldly wisdom or

power, there might be an opportunity

given unto us to take glory to ourselves;

we might under such circumstances say,

it was by our wisdom and by our abil-

ity that these things were accomplished.

But as it is we cannot do that; and if

we attempt it and continue to indulge in

such a belief, the Spirit of God will leave

us to ourselves, and our weakness will be

made apparent not only to ourselves but

unto all men with whom we associate.

But God will have a tried and peculiar

people. We have been tried to some ex-

tent, but not to the extent which we prob-

ably will be; there are many things in

which we will be greatly tried before we

get through. Every Latter-day Saint who

gains a celestial glory will be tried to

the very uttermost. If there is a point

in our character that is weak and ten-

der, you may depend upon it that the

Lord will reach after that, and we will

be tried at that spot, for the Lord will

test us to the utmost before we can get

through and receive that glory and exal-

tation which He has in store for us as a

people. When we think about the char-

acter of the exaltation promised unto us,

we can understand why this should be

the case. What are we striving for? What

are we aiming to obtains? Our constant

prayer to God is that we may be con-

sidered worthy to receive celestial glory.

That is the prayer of every one who be-

longs to the Church. Every man and

every woman who prays unto the Fa-

ther, who is in the habit of doing so, ex-


