
and in their supplications to Him they can 
ask Him in confidence for such blessings 
as they stand in need of. Where is the man 
or the woman who has been diligent in 
observing the requirements of God, who 
has failed upon any point upon which he 
has sought earnestly to God? If there are 
any, there must be something lacking, they 
have not that claim upon God which they 
would have if they had submitted perfectly 
to the requirements made of them.

Another point connected with our re-
ligion, which is trying to some people, is 
their fondness of carrying out their own 
will in relation to temporal affairs. “I want 
to manage my own affairs in my own way; 
I want to do that which is pleasing to 
me.” Is there a vein of selfishness running 
through our nature upon these points? I 
think to myself that that must be entirely 
conquered before we can receive that glory 
to which I have alluded. If I have property, 
it is my duty to take care of it; if I have 
means, it is my duty to husband it, and 
carefully use it in a way that shall be ben-
eficial to others as well as myself. But there 
is still a higher duty devolving upon me 
and upon every member in this Church, 
and that is to do as we are told by the 
servants of God. For instance, if I am in 
business, if I am in the midst of some en-
terprise which requires my personal atten-
tion which the withdrawal of my personal 
supervision would cause to result in failure, 
and the servants of God should call upon 
me to let that drop, to go here or there, 
even if it should be at the sacrifice of all my 
worldly interests, it would be my duty as a 
Latter-day Saint, as one who is struggling 
for an exaltation in the presence of God 
and the Lamb, to drop that at the moment

I am required, and to do as I am told. Or, 
if I have property that is needed for the 
work of God, for the establishment of the 
principles of the Gospel, it is my duty to 
give that which I shall be required to do, 
in order that the law of God, so far as that 
is concerned, shall be complied with. If I 
should not be willing to do this, then how 
can I witness to my Father that I am desir-
ous of receiving celestial glory? You feel as 
I do, that it is necessary for our salvation 
and exaltation, that the men who hold the 
Apostleship should administer unto us the 
ordinances, in order that we may derive 
the full benefits which flow from them. 
If these men have a right to do this, and 
we recognize their power in administering 
these ordinances unto us, considering that 
if they administer them they will be bound 
and recorded in heaven, and that we shall 
have the benefit of them in the morning of 
the resurrection; if these are our feelings, 
shall we say that this same authority shall 
not dictate us in regard to these perish-
able things by which we are surrounded? 
It would be very unreasonable, indeed, 
for us to take a different view. Therefore, 
it follows, in my mind, as a natural conse-
quence, that we must hold ourselves entire-
ly subject to that authority which God has 
placed in this Church to lead and guide 
us. The steps we have already made to our 
present condition have taught us this. We 
have been led gradually from the waters of 
baptism until today, under the guidance of 
the holy Priesthood; and from the waters 
of baptism to the present time all the bless-
ings we enjoy have come to us through 
the holy Priesthood, and the power which  
God has bestowed upon His humble ser-
vants; there is not a blessing which is of
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