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any value which we have not received

through that medium. This being the

case, it is a natural consequence that

that Priesthood shall continue to exer-

cise a power in dictating us as to what

we shall do.

There was considerable said yester-

day, about what a good lot of people you

are; and while I would not like to mar the

pleasure you may derive from the repre-

sentations given of you, there is this to

be said about Salt Lake City Temple Dis-

trict, of which you form a part, that there

is not that disposition to build Temples,

and forward the work of God, by the use

and donation of means, which is observ-

able in other Stakes, and in other Temple

districts.

I tell you another thing we discovered

upon examination of these things—for

we examined them somewhat, but not

so thoroughly as we might have done—

we found that those who have paid the

largest amount on Tithing in propor-

tion to the number of souls, have done

the most towards building Temples. We

found that in St. George, where the

people are all poor, that they paid more

Tithing and more Temple donations in

proportion to each soul than any other

part of the Territory. We found that in

Cache Valley, where the people are build-

ing a Temple, that they not only paid a

good tithing but also a larger proportion

of donations than any other part; show-

ing that those who give the largest do-

nations to Temple building are able to

pay the most Tithing. These are facts

which should be understood by us. The

Lord has told us from the beginning, in

all which has been spoken to us by his

servants, and by that which has been

written in the revelations, that he will

bless those who are liberal in sustain-

ing and supporting His work, that His

blessings will rest down upon those who

manifest faith. You look for instance—

I do not know that it would be wrong

for me to allude to the Twelve—you look

to them, you see the way they have la-

bored, in going here and there according

to the directions of the servants of God

who have presided over them; they have

not stopped to inquire whether or not it

would suit their worldly circumstances

to take such a mission or to do such a

work; they have never stopped to con-

sider a moment whether their individual

interests would be affected by their go-

ing; they have always been ready and on

hand to go at call, and has not the Lord

blessed them? Has He not opened up

their way before them? Has he not given

unto them his holy spirit, witnessing to

them that their course has been pleasing

in his sight? He certainly has, according

to my view; and so he has all the faithful

Elders of the body of the Priesthood. You

look at the men who have been the most

faithful in doing that which the Lord re-

quired at their hands, and you will agree

with me that they are the men who have

been blessed; and you look at the men

who have paid their Tithing the most

diligently, and you look at the women

who have stood by and sustained their

husbands' hands under these circum-

stances, whether upon missions, mak-

ing donations, on otherwise contribut-

ing to the forwarding of this work, and

you will find that if they are not so well

off, in a worldly sense, they are rich in

faith, and as a rule they are better off

in worldly circumstances than those who

have been more selfish and niggardly in

their labors and donations to the Church

of God. You, sisters—and there are

some I see in this congregation whom I


