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holy Priesthood, we have wives and chil-

dren given unto us, and husbands, wives

and children are sealed together by the

eternal power of the holy Priesthood, the

binding power which connects them to-

gether for time and eternity. When you

think that you are chosen to be saviors

to the children of men, to stand as a

medium through whom salvation shall

flow unto unnumbered thousands, what

manner of people ought we to be? They

pray for you today in the spirit world, as

they have been no doubt from the begin-

ning praying for their descendants, that

they may be faithful to the truth. You

cannot tell the interest felt in eternity for

you, my brethren and sisters, by those

of our dead who have gone before us.

Their hearts yearn after us, their con-

stant desire being that we may be faith-

ful and maintain our integrity and be

prepared to bring salvation to them, and

redeem them by going forth and obey-

ing every ordinance which God has es-

tablished in the Church for the salvation

of the living and the dead. You cannot

be made perfect without them, neither

can they be made perfect without you.

It is for us, being in the flesh, to per-

form this work, and to educate our chil-

dren the same way, that our young men

and young womenmay feel that in labor-

ing to build up Zion they are establishing

the work of God, and, at the same time,

laying a foundation for their own exal-

tation, in His presence, and for those of

their ancestry and posterity. This is the

feeling we should have. Instead of be-

ing oppressed in our feelings, and per-

mitting ourselves to believe that these

things are hard upon us, that it is hard

to pay our Tithing, or to make donations,

or to do this or that which may be re-

quired of us, we ought to feel it is a plea-

sure and honor and a great privilege to

be counted worthy to have the opportu-

nity to do this. There are men in this

Church who have felt that they could tra-

verse the earth to get to see a servant

of God who could baptize them. I have

heard men say that they would have un-

dertaken the labor of walking around the

earth, if they, by doing so, would have

been sure to meet a man of that kind.

You have met men of that kind, men who

have had authority to baptize you for

the remission of sins, and by being bap-

tized by such men your sins have been

remitted in the sight of God, and of an-

gels. You came forth from the waters of

baptism clean and pure so far as these

old sins are concerned, and you had the

Holy Ghost sealed upon you by author-

ity of the holy Priesthood, and you have

been inducted into the kingdom. And

yet some of us forget that we have been

made the recipients of these blessings,

our minds become darkened, and we for-

get all that God has done for us. Here

we have men among us, through whom

we can have the word of God when we

want it; just think of it; men dwelling,

as it were, so near to God, that you can

have the counsel of Jehovah given to you

about this matter and the other matter

you may choose to hear about. This is

within your reach. Who appreciates it?

We begrudge a little Tithing or a little

donation, and think it a wonderful sac-

rifice to fulfil such minor duties. If we

were to devote our entire time, the labor

of our bodies and spirits to the interests

of this work, what would it be in view

of what God has done for us? Is there

a blessing you have desired of Him that

he has not bestowed upon you when you

have sought for it properly?

Brethren of Tooele, I said some


