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THE PRESENT CONDITION OF THE SAINTS—THEIR PAST
TRIALS—THE ATTEMPTED ASSASSINATION OF
PRESIDENT GARFIELD, ETC.

REMARKS BY PRESIDENT GEORGE Q. CANNON, DELIVERED IN THE TABERNACLE,

SALT LAKE CITY, SUNDAY AFTERNOON, JULY 3, 1881
Reported by Geo. F. Gibbs

We have been traveling this last week
through the settlements of Davis and
Weber Counties, meeting with the Saints
in their various wards and visiting the
people at their homes. It has been one of
the most interesting trips I have taken for
several years, and I think this is the general
feeling of all who were of the party. A visi-
tor to our settlements at the present time is
impressed with the evident increase of the
numbers of the people and of comfort and,
it may be said, wealth. The land is being
rapidly taken up and occupied, and places
where a few years ago it was thought that
no one could live, we now find farms and
orchards and good substantial dwellings,
and all the evidences of thrift. The water
is being taken out, and large sums are be-
ing expended in the formation of canals
and water ditches; but the most pleasing
feature which presented itself to my mind
was the contentment of the people and the
spirit which they enjoy. Our meetings were
excellently attended and were of a very
spirited character, the people turned out in
large numbers and crowded every meeting-
house to overflowing, so much so that in
most places seats had to be arranged out-
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side, and the windows thrown open, so
that those who could not get into the
houses could hear. In several places we met
under bowers constructed for the purpose
of holding meetings in the open air.

It is truly marvelous when we look at
it—that is, those who have been familiar
with the early settlement of the Latter-
day Saints in these mountains—the great
changes which have been effected in the
condition and circumstances of the people.
God has abundantly fulfilled the prom-
ises which were made in the early days,
after the Latter-day Saints settled here.
Some questioned in those days whether
we should be able to find suitable places
outside of this valley where the Latter-day
Saints could live. And many of those who
first came here had grave doubts whether
we could, in this climate, be able to raise
a variety of fruits. But God has tempered
the elements; He has ameliorated the
condition of the soil; He has blessed the
labors of the people; and with the expe-
rience of the past, confidence is felt that
there is scarcely a valley in these moun-
tains, however elevated, in which fruit
cannot be raised, and all the grains and
vegetables necessary for the sustenance
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