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of man be produced. Of all people who
live upon the face of the earth, it seems
to me, the Latter-day Saints should be
the most thankful to the Most High for
His kindness and mercy manifested unto
us. We came here as weary pilgrims,
fleeing from persecution, glad to find a
place where we could rest for a little
season, and be free from violence and
mobocracy. And though I, myself, at
that time, was but young, it seemed to
me that I would be content to live here
the remainder of my days, and subsist
upon the most meager fare—bread and
water—if we could only enjoy peace and
freedom from the annoyances to which
the people had been subjected, and es-
pecially if our leading men could be
free from those harassing persecutions
which they had been compelled to en-
dure. While but a youth I had helped,
with others, to stand guard at nights at
their houses, that they might sleep with
some feeling of security; for there were
months, and it may be said years, be-
fore we left Illinois, when the lives of a
number of the leading men were threat-
ened. Some of the most painful recol-
lections of my boyhood are the scenes of
persecution and affliction through which
the Prophet Joseph Smith had to pass.
When his martyrdom, with that of his
brother, the patriarch of the Church,
was accomplished, it seemed as though
the rage of mobs ought to have been
satisfied; and the people, being bereft
of their leaders, might be suffered to
dwell in peace. For it had been re-
peatedly stated, that if Joseph Smith
were put out of the way, there would
be no trouble with the Mormons. He
was the object of hatred; he was the tar-
get at which all the arrows of malicious
envy were shot; he was accused of em-
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bodying in his own person everything
with which the people were charged, and
it was claimed that if he could be dis-
posed of, then they could be managed
and there would be no difficulty. But this
spirit of persecution is not exhausted by
success; it derives strength therefrom,
and the more victims it has the more it
craves. Instead of the people being left
unmolested after the martyrdom, the vi-
olence of mobs was redoubled; they were
emboldened by the impunity with which
they had performed this bloody deed, to
make more cruel attacks upon the peo-
ple. The Apostles who stood forward
to take the lead after the death of the
Prophet Joseph, became in their turn the
objects of hatred. Charges of every kind
were sworn to by men who were deter-
mined to frame some pretexts for bring-
ing them into difficulty; and the most ab-
surd falsehoods were circulated concern-
ing them. Numerous writs were issued
and officers frequently came to Nauvoo,
to take the leading men into custody;
it being the aim of the men who had
banded themselves together in secret
combinations for the purpose of taking
their lives, to get them into their power
as they had the Prophet. On this account
there had to be a constant guard kept
over the residences of the Twelve Apos-
tles. As for myself, I never left any place
with more gladness than I did Illinois.
To launch into the wilderness, to grapple
with all the difficulties incident to such a
life, and even to run the risk of famine,
or any other evil which might have to be
met, seemed small in comparison with
the evils we had been and were subjected
to. It was with great gladness the entire
people who took up their line of march,
left what is termed civilization, to go



