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among the red men of the plains. To dwell
among them and to take chances among
them, seemed preferable to being exposed
to attacks having the form of legal mea-
sures, and claiming the authority of law,
but which, in the most of instances, only
furnished a covering for violence and the
most deadly schemes of vengeance.

Although the Prophet Joseph Smith,
during his lifetime was brought upwards
of forty times before tribunals, upon one
pretext or another, in every instance when
he had a fair trial he was acquitted; none
of the accusations were ever substantiated
against him. And when at last he surren-
dered himself, after receiving the pledge of
the governor of the State that he should be
protected—he having pledged his own
honor, and the honor of the State to
that effect—those who were his perse-
cutors, who claimed to have grounds of
charge against him, were well aware that
the treason of which they accused him,
could not be sustained; and because of
this they said, “He is likely to be acquit-
ted again and escape us; but if the law can-
not reach him, powder and ball can.” With
blackened faces, banded together and led
by a preacher, they made an attack upon
the jail, and the few men left there to take
charge of it, fired upon them with blank
cartridges to make a show of resistance in
order to cover up the bloody deed, as one
done without their connivance.

The last time the Prophet addressed
the people he predicted that peace should
be taken from the earth, and that terrible
calamities would come upon its inhab-
itants, and particularly upon our own
nation. He predicted what the results
would be of the spirit of mobocracy
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which then raged, and which had caused
our expulsion from our homes, if allowed
to prevail. Already, the prediction had
been recorded by him, twelve years previ-
ous to his death, that there would be a re-
bellion break out in South Carolina, and
a fratricidal war commence between the
South and the North. The revelation upon
this subject had been written; it had been
published. It was well known to the great
bulk of the Latter-day Saints years previous
to this. I, when quite a child heard it, and
looked for its fulfillment until it came to
pass. And this was the case with the body
of the people who were familiar with the
predictions which had been uttered by the
Prophet Joseph Smith.

If the voice of this man could have
been heard and his warnings listened to,
the evils which have fallen upon our na-
tion might have been averted. To many,
doubtless, such a statement as this may
seem presumptuous, because of the views
they entertain respecting this Prophet. But
whether it be admitted that he is a Prophet
or not, it cannot be denied by anyone who
is familiar with the tone of his teachings,
with the character of his expostulations and
warnings, with the manner in which he
protested against the spirit of mobocracy,
it cannot, I say, be denied by any of these,
that if his counsels had been followed,
many of the evils which have afflicted the
nation might have been averted.

There is no form of government upon
the earth under which so large a degree
of liberty can be enjoyed as that under
which we dwell; it is the best form of
government ever devised by human wis-
dom for mankind. Larger liberty, greater
freedom of expansion and development
to man in every direction can be at-
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