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human breast, and bring down anger,

vengeance and destruction upon a peo-

ple whose only crime is they will not wor-

ship according to their dictation—a peo-

ple who have come into these mountains

and reared themselves homes, and made

this once desolate land beautiful; a peo-

ple who have created wealth here for the

nation; who have offered an asylum to

all; who have fed the strangers and trav-

elers as they passed through here, ad-

ministering comfort and relief to them,

and who have been inspired by Heaven

to impart blessing and benefit, and exert

an influence for good upon the hearts of

their fellow creatures.

Now, as much as I deplore such acts

as that of yesterday, I look upon it as

one of the consequences which must fol-

low. General Garfield, the President of

the United States, innocent of any act

which can be tortured into a justifica-

tion for a deed of violence, now falls a

victim to this spirit of lawlessness and

personal revenge. When men permit the

spirit of mobocracy and violence to pre-

vail, when they suffer crime to go un-

punished, when innocent blood is shed

and is not atoned for, the time must

come sooner or later, when the evil re-

sults will become widespread. As men

sow, so will they reap. It is an eternal

law and can only be avoided by deep re-

pentance. Every nation which commits

a crime must atone for that crime. God

holds nations responsible as He does in-

dividuals. When a man sheds innocent

blood a crime is committed by him, and

he must atone for it either in this life or

in the life to come. God will visit them in

His own time and in His own way, until

these things are atoned for. He will leave

men and nations to themselves, when

they abandon themselves to evil, and His

spirit cannot abide with them.

It may be said that the Latter-day

Saints were an insignificant people, and

that therefore their treatment was a

matter of little or no consequence; so it

might be said respecting the disciples

of Jesus. Jesus himself was an obscure

Being on the earth—His persecutors at

least thought him such; but He was the

divine Redeemer, he was the Son of God.

His disciples were obscure men; they

were poor fishermen, yet they were disci-

ples of the Lord Jesus, and because of the

cruel killing of the Son of God, and the

persecution inflicted upon His disciples,

Jerusalem was overthrown, the Jewish

nation was broken in pieces, and scat-

tered among all nations.

My brethren and sisters, we, of all

people upon the face of the earth, should

be the last to rejoice in calamity of

any kind, or to indulge in any feeling

which would have the appearance of re-

joicing over anything that may appear

like vengeance. There is only one feel-

ing which ought to have a place in our

hearts, and that is one of deep sorrow

when men do wrong, when they commit

crimes, even though we ourselves should

be the victims of the wrong. There ought

to be no feeling in our hearts to wish

or desire vengeance to come upon those

who commit those acts. Our Savior has

given us an example in this. He said af-

ter He had been lifted up upon the cross,

"Father, forgive them; they know not

what they do." This ought to be an exam-

ple to us. The man who indulges in any

other feeling grieves the Spirit of God,

and is not worthy the name of Latter-day

Saint. He certainly is not one; because

any other spirit than this is in opposi-

tion to the Spirit of God; and there ought


