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wash my hands of his blood.” He had not
the firmness to resist the cries of the popu-
lation but yielded to their unreasonable
demands.

But to return. In speaking of these mat-
ters, I have reasons personally, myself, to
have very vindictive feelings if I would
entertain them, in regard to misrule and
mob violence, for under the pledge of the
Governor of Illinois, made to me and to
Dr. Bernhisel (who is here presented),
Joseph and Hyrum Smith were guaranteed
protection, and the Governor pledged us
his faith and that of the State therefore.
But these two innocent victims were slain
in cold blood, and the very guards whom
the Governor ostensibly placed for their
protection, assisted in the murder, whilst
I, myself, who was not there as a prisoner,
received four balls at the time of their mas-
sacre. Under these infamous circumstan-
ces it would be very natural for a man to
entertain vindictive feelings. But do I have
feelings of revenge in my heart concern-
ing these men? No. Did any of you ever
hear me give utterance to feelings of that
kind? I think not. I do not wish to be gov-
erned by such influences. Those who per-
petrate such acts have enough to answer
for without any maledictions from me. I
do not cherish feelings of that kind. I con-
sider that all these things are governed by
an all-wise and inscrutable Providence,
by a God who rules and regulates, man-
ages and directs the affairs of the human
family. I saw Joseph and Hyrum Smith
mortally wounded by men with blackened
faces, and, as I have said, I was severely
wounded—quite as severely as President
Garfield is. Do I feel enmity towards these
men? No, their case is not an enviable
one. There is a Being who knows the acts
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of the human family and is acquainted
with their affairs, who will judge all men
and all nations according to their deserts.
Do I know this? I do know it. The Gospel
reveals many things to us which others are
unacquainted with. I knew of those terrible
events which were coming upon this na-
tion previous to the breaking out of our
great fratricidal war, just as well as I now
know that they transpired, and I have spo-
ken of them to many. What of that? Do I
not know that a nation like that in which
we live, a nation which is blessed with the
freest, the most enlightened and magnifi-
cent government in the world today, with
privileges which would exalt people to
heaven if lived up to—do I not know that
if they do not live up to them, but violate
them and trample them under their feet,
and discard the sacred principles of liberty
by which we ought to be governed—do I
not know that their punishment will be
commensurate with the enlightenment
which they possess? I do. And I know—
I cannot help but know—that there are
a great many more afflictions yet await-
ing this nation. But would I put forth my
hand to help bring them on? God forbid!
And you, you Latter-day Saints, would
you exercise your influence to the accom-
plishment of an object of that kind? God
forbid! But we cannot help but know
these things. But our foreknowledge of
these matters does not make us the agents
in bringing them to pass. We are told
that the wicked will slay the wicked. We
are told in sacred writ, “that vengeance is
mine, saith the Lord, and I will repay.”
And in speaking of ourselves we need not
be under any apprehensions pertaining
to the acts of men, for the Lord has
said, “It is my business to take care of my
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