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instance, now, right in our own city,

we have Methodists, Presbyterians, Bap-

tists, Catholics, Episcopalians, and all

kinds of isms. Do we interfere with

them? We do not. Would you interrupt

them in their worship? I know of no

such thing, good Latter-day Saints will

not do it. Would I malign or persecute

them? No, I would not. If we told the

truth about some of them it would be

quite bad enough without stating false-

hoods, and if other men cannot afford to

treat us aright, we can afford to treat

them properly and to give the fullest and

broadest liberty to all who come within

our reach; liberty to do right, not lib-

erty to oppress, not liberty to trample

upon correct principles, not liberty to rob

men of their property or religion. Men

who would do this are villains which we

want nothing to do with; but all hon-

orable men, all men who do right and

maintain the laws and the Constitution

of the United States, we are their friends

and will sustain them to the last. These

are my thoughts in relation to that mat-

ter.

In connection with President

Garfield, have we any feelings of en-

mity? No; I have none. I feel truly to

sympathize with him in his affliction,

but I feel more profoundly moved that

deeds of this description can occur in a

free, liberal and enlightened government

like this. We might expect such things in

some of the European nations where the

principles of nihilism exist to so great

an extent, and where there seems a

disposition to subvert all rule and gov-

ernment and place the people and na-

tions in the hands of irresponsible mobs,

and of low, brutal, murderous men,

without any regard to the principles

of law, order, justice, equity and righ-

teousness. I could account for some of

these things taking place there. It is re-

ally astonishing to see what efforts are

being made to accomplish the overthrow

of rule and government in Russia, Aus-

tria, Germany, Spain, England, Italy,

France, Turkey, etc. These things are

beginning to spread among and perme-

ate the nations of the earth. Do we ex-

pect them? Yes. These secret combina-

tions were spoken of by Joseph Smith,

years and years ago. I have heard him

time and time again tell about them, and

he stated that when these things began

to take place the liberties of this nation

would begin to be bartered away. We

see many signs of weakness which we

lament, and we would to God that our

rulers would be men of righteousness,

and that those who aspire to position

would be guided by honorable feelings—

to maintain inviolate the Constitution

and operate in the interest, happiness,

well-being, and protection of the whole

community. But we see signs of weak-

ness and vacillation. We see a policy be-

ing introduced to listen to the clamor of

mobs and of unprincipled men who know

not of what they speak, nor whereof they

affirm, and whenmen begin to tear away

with impunity one plank after another

from our Constitution, by and by we

shall find that we are struggling with the

wreck and ruin of the system which the

forefathers of this nation sought to es-

tablish in the interests of humanity. But

it is for us still to sustain these glori-

ous principles of liberty bequeathed by

the founders of this nation, still to rally

round the flag of the Union, still to main-

tain all correct principles, granting the

utmost extent of liberty to all people of

all grades and of all nations. If other peo-

ple see fit to violate these sacred princi-

ples, we must uphold them in their en-


