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become part of them. Can we afford to

do this? I tell you no, we cannot; but we

can afford to keep the commandments

of God. And I will here say, that we

have been sustained by the hand of Jeho-

vah in a marvelous and miraculous man-

ner ever since we came to these valleys

and proclaimed to the world our belief in

the revelation of celestial or plural mar-

riage; and I will say further, and in the

name of Jesus Christ our Savior and El-

der Brother, we shall be sustained from

this time until he comes in the clouds

of heaven, inasmuch as we shrink not

from the performance of our duties. We

have somebody to deal with besides man.

The God of heaven holds our destiny; he

holds the destiny of our nation and of

all the nations, and he controls them.

Therefore, I say to the Latter-day Saints,

let us be faithful; let us keep the com-

mandments; let us not renounce a sin-

gle principle or command which God has

given to us. Let us keep the word of wis-

dom. Let us pay our tithes and offer-

ings. Let us obey the celestial law of God,

that we may have our wives and children

with us in the morning of the first resur-

rection; that we may come forth clothed

with glory, immortality and eternal lives,

with our wives and children bound to

us in the family organization in the ce-

lestial world, to dwell with us through-

out the endless ages of eternity, together

with all the sons and daughters of Adam

who shall have kept the commandments

of God.

I pray that we may be able to do our

duty in this world. I pray that we may

not fear man who can only kill the body,

but fear God who hath power to cast

both body and soul into hell. I feel to

say that there is no people under heaven

who have so much cause to rejoice and

to be grateful as the Latter-day Saints.

There is no other people since the foun-

dation of the world called to perform the

work which you, Latter-day Saints, are

called to perform. The God of heaven has

given you the kingdom, the great and

last kingdom, the only kingdom which

has ever been set up on this earth to re-

main until the coming of the Son of Man.

Although in its infancy, this work has a

great and a mighty future; and as I have

often said, the eyes of all the hosts of

heaven are over us; the eyes of God Him-

self, and the eyes of all the Prophets and

Apostles who have ever lived in the flesh

are watching this people. They know

that they are not neither can they be

made perfect without you; and they fully

understand that we cannot be made per-

fect without them. They understand the

greatness, the extent, the power and the

glory of this dispensation.

When I contemplate the fact that the

few men and women dwelling in these

mountain valleys have had committed to

them this great and mighty work, I feel

that of all people under heaven we ought

to be the most grateful to our God; and

that we ought to remember to keep our

covenants, and humble ourselves before

him, and labor with all our hearts to

discharge faithfully the responsibilities

which devolve upon us, and the duties

which are required at our hands. For we

can afford to do anything which God re-

quires of us; but none of us can afford to

do wrong. It would cost far more than

this world with all its wealth is worth

for the Latter-day Saints to do wrong

and come under the disfavor of Almighty

God. Our prayers, one and all, should

be that of David's—"Keep back thy ser-

vant also from presumptuous sins; let


