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them not have dominion over me: then

shall I be upright, and I shall be inno-

cent from the great transgression."

I pray God to bless this assem-

bly of His people; and to bless the

Presidency of the Church, the Apos-

tles and all bearing the holy Priest-

hood, together with all who have entered

into covenant with him. My earnest

prayer is that the blessings of our God

may be over us in time, that when we

get through and shall pass behind the

veil, we shall have done all that was re-

quired of us, and be prepared to dwell

with the sanctified and the just made

perfect through the blood of the Lamb.

Amen.
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I desire to be heard, not that I am am-

bitious of speaking, but if I speak I desire

that my strength shall not be unneces-

sarily taxed.

One of the ancient expounders of the

Christian religion said, that the Gospel

was the perfect law of liberty. I believe

it; and if I take a text at all, that is my

text.

The Gospel as understood and ex-

pounded by the Savior and his an-

cient Apostles, is a perfect law of lib-

erty. Everything pertaining to the

spirit of the Gospel, as taught and ex-

pounded and practiced by the Savior

and His disciples, tended to liberty. All

the revelations which God ever gave to

man from the beginning of the world

tended to liberty. The government which

our heavenly Father has exercised, or

attempted to exercise over His children

on the earth or in the heavens, has

not in the least tended to restrain or

abridge them in their liberty, but rather

to enlarge it, to extend it, to insure, to

preserve and maintain it. The Gospel

of Christ, and all of the revelations of

God to man have sought to mark the

line of distinction between liberty and li-

cense, between correct principles of gov-

ernment and anarchy or oppression and

slavery. Oppression and slavery are

the result of sin and wickedness, viola-

tions of the principles of the everlast-

ing Gospel either by the rulers or ruled

or both, and generally both. True free-

dom of mind and body and true lib-

erty, even the enjoyment of human rights

is founded and maintained, and rests


