
would-be regenerators are exceedingly an-
gry because we will not vote for men to 
misrepresent us and our interests at the 
seat of government; because we do not 
squeak when they squeak, because we do 
not sneeze when they take snuff. This they 
call liberty! And there are perhaps some of 
our own people who are so far befogged 
that they run with this class of men; they 
read their twaddle so much and they be-
come so much beclouded that they think 
it is necessary, in order to show their man-
hood, to vote for their enemies because, if 
they do not vote for their enemies they will 
be put down as “Mormon slaves;” and this 
would be too much for them, they could 
not stand so much.

Now, thinking men understand the ob-
ject of all this cry. It is prompted by the 
same spirit which we see manifested by the 
extremists almost throughout the civilized 
world. It is true there is a great deal of op-
pression in the world, and these men see it 
and they wish to improve things, but do 
not know how; and instead of commenc-
ing to rectify what is wrong in their own 
hearts and in their own families, and then 
extend their influence for good to those 
immediately around them, instead of us-
ing moral suasion and showing a good 
example, they turn to and undertake to 
serve God like the devil, trying to right 
things the wrong way by casting down 
everything in the form of order and gov-
ernment, producing anarchy and ruin in-
stead. Like the idiot who, because he him-
self was houseless, having to sleep on the 
doorstep of some rich man, put the torch 
to the rich man’s palace and destroyed it. 
Fools can demolish and destroy; it requires 
wise men to build.

I  sa id  o f  the  anc ient  people  o f  
God; I say of the Latter-day Saints,

there is no people capable of appreciat-
ing true liberty and of understanding the 
principles on which it is founded, and who 
know so well how to maintain them; be-
cause we have found it in the Gospel which 
we have received. And every man who 
has received the spirit of the Gospel, and 
whose heart is warmed with the love of it, 
is preparing his heart and is using his influ-
ence to educate the people to understand 
the true principles of human freedom, and 
the means by which they can be main-
tained. And I say, as President Cannon has 
said, referring to what the Prophet Joseph 
Smith told us, that the time would come 
when the extremists of the land, who are 
undermining the fabric of freedom, and 
little by little breaking under foot the guar-
antees of human liberty which have been 
raised up by our heavenly Father, through 
the instrumentality of wise men whom he 
raised up to establish the institutions of 
our country; these extremists of the land 
are gradually undermining those safe-
guards of human liberty, and plotting to 
carry out their nefarious designs in their 
endeavoring to oppress the people of God, 
and to destroy the institutions of heaven 
out of the earth. The time will come when 
the voice of such men will be heard in 
the land, like the roaring of a tornado, so 
that the still small voice speaking from the 
heavens cannot be heard; and the voice of 
the loudmouth, plotting destruction to 
human liberty and freedom will be heard 
all over the land, and everybody raise up 
and say, it is the voice of God; and they 
will be willing to stand and look on and 
see the Saints butchered and Prophets 
martyred, and our institutions wrested 
from us and wasted away. But when that 
time arrives, the Lord will come forth
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