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from his hiding place and “vex the na-
tions;” he will raise his arm, and it shall not
be turned back, and he will stay the hand
raised against his people to destroy them
and their institutions.

The Gospel has been the means of gath-
ering us out from among the nations, and
has made us a free and happy people, an
able and united commonwealth; and the
Lord is using us to establish its principles
in these mountains, that throughout these
valleys may be formed a nucleus around
which honorable men and women may
gather, men who will be capable of ap-
preciating the blessings of liberty and of
helping to extend them to others. And all
presidents and senators and judges, and all
men in official authority who shall lend
themselves and their influence to trample
upon the common rights of man, those
rights which God has bestowed upon us
and which are our common heritage, and
who shall be found warring against God
and his institutions, when the cup of their
iniquity shall be full, the Lord Almighty
will cause them to disappear from the pub-
lic gaze, he will let them sink into oblivion
and disgrace.

Those who suppose they can secure
happiness in doing wickedly are grievously
mistaken. And if they seek to oppress their
neighbor by appropriating to themselves his
hard earnings without rendering him a just
equivalent, they will find every time they do
it, they are but weaving together withes for
their own backs, preparing punishment for
themselves, and bringing themselves into
bondage—the bondage of sin. For all judg-
ments and punishments which the law of the
Lord has ordained and appointed unto man
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are designed to correct their errors and sins.
And where they are corrected and they
learn better, then He is ready to stretch
forth His hand to save and exalt them.
The Gospel is ever ready to step in to as-
sist repentant man when he has become
sensible that he needs help to be redeemed,
and he realizes that he has not the power
to redeem himself. Then repentance unto
life is granted to him; but it never can
come until his judgment is convinced, un-
til his mind is enlightened and his eyes are
opened to see himself, and to comprehend
his true position. And whether he be in this
world or the world to come, he must place
himself in a condition to be saved before
redemption can come unto him; and it is
only by the light of truth and of true and
correct principles which can bring happi-
ness and liberty and freedom, and with it
a disposition to extend that liberty to all
around, and to maintain it and protect
each other in its enjoyment; and not with
a spirit of vengeance upon the erring, and
oppression upon the ignorant, but only
with a disposition to seize and hold the
hand which is raised to smite his fellow and
stop in his wayward course the individual
who would override his fellow. And all
men should be protected in this freedom to
go so far and no further.

May the Lord help us to live and walk
in the light, and think for ourselves, and
act like sensible people, paying heedless re-
gard to the blatant foolish lunatics who are
attracting the attention of the world. They,
however, have their day, after the manner
of the old adage—Every dog has his day;
and when it is past he will cease to bark
and bite.
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