
158 JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

spirit, was the Word of God to the peo-

ple to whom it came. But for hun-

dreds of years the people of the earth

have been taught the doctrines of men.

They have been "teaching for doctrines

the commandments of men," just as we

read in the Scriptures they would do;

and in consequence of this the people

have become divided, sects have mul-

tiplied, division has increased, and the

people, instead of obeying the voice of

the Lord and walking in His ways, have

the teachings of men and have walked in

the ways of men, and therefore they have

departed from the Almighty. We say

sometimes that God has departed from

the world. That is not exactly the case;

the world have gone away from God;

"they have heaped to themselves teach-

ers, having itching ears; And they have

turned away their ears from the truth,

and have turned unto fables," as the an-

cient Apostles said they would. This, in

a few plain words, is the condition of the

Christian world today. Notwithstanding

this, however, there are a great many

people among those various sects and

religions who are sincere in their wor-

ship. Their desires are good, and a great

many of them think they are walking in

the way of life. But as the wise man

Solomon says, "There is a way which

seemeth right unto a man, but the end

thereof is death." There is and can be

but one way, one true way into the pres-

ence of God. "Strait is the gate, and nar-

row is the path, which leadeth unto life,

and few there be that find it," said Je-

sus, while "Broad is the road, that lead-

eth to destruction, and many there be

which go in thereat." There is but one

way, and, "He that entereth not by the

door into the sheepfold, but climbeth up

some other way, the same is a thief and

a robber." There being but one road to

eternal life, he that walks not in that

road is on another, but there is but one

road to take him into the presence of God

to receive the glory of His Father's king-

dom. Now, this may sound in some peo-

ple's ears very uncharitable. People say

the Latter-day Saints are uncharitable,

because they aver that there is only one

way to heaven. You never hear a man

called uncharitable when he says there

is only one way in mathematics. If five

times five are twenty-five, anyone who

differs from that is acknowledged to be

wrong, but when we talk about religious

affairs there seems to be an idea in the

world that people can believe what they

please about religion, and it is all right.

Now, this seems to me very inconsistent.

Truth cannot be bent or turned aside.

Truth cannot be turned into error; there

is no compromise between truth and er-

ror. If a principle is true in one age of

the world, it is just as much so in an-

other; and the notions and sincerity of

the people will not alter that truth in the

slightest degree. Jesus came to show the

way of salvation. He sent His Apostles

to teach one way, one plan, and as the

Apostle Paul said, if anybody preaches

any other he will be accursed.

But supposing we look into the na-

ture and character of this plan of salva-

tion, this way that Jesus laid down. I will

refer you to the 3rd chapter of the Gospel

according to St. John, and the 5th verse.

The words I am about to read are the

words of Jesus Christ. Now if you please

to say that Christ was uncharitable, you

may. I will not say so. Jesus is the great

Divine Master. Those who do not profess

to believe that He was the immaculate


