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tions which it is generally admitted were

uttered concerning Jesus Christ, ful-

filled? Let us see. Jesus Christ was

taken by wicked hands, hung upon the

cross and crucified. He prayed for his

enemies before he departed; he prayed

that God would forgive them, because

they knew not what they did, and then

"bowed his head and gave up the ghost."

Where did the ghost or spirit of Christ

go to after it left the body? The body

was taken down and placed away in the

tomb; but where was Jesus? Was he ly-

ing in that tomb, embalmed? Oh, no,

that was merely the helpless body. His

spirit had gone. Where had it gone to?

Says one, "it went to heaven, of course."

Stay a moment. Three days after this

we find this same Jesus, whose body

was placed away in the tomb, walking

in the garden, "and for fear of him the

keepers did shake, and became as dead

men." Jesus, while walking in the gar-

den, metMary; andMary, supposing him

to be the gardener, asked where they had

laid Jesus. Making himself known to

her, she sprang towards him. Where-

upon he said to her, "Touch me not; for

I am not yet ascended to my Father: but

go to my brethren, and say unto them,

I ascend unto my Father, and your Fa-

ther; and to my God, and your God."

Now, there were three days between the

placing of Christ's body in the tomb and

the raising of it. Where was Jesus, the

real Jesus, the living Jesus, while his

body was lying in the tomb? Who can

tell us? We read in the third chap-

ter of the first epistle of Peter, 18th to

the 20th verses: "Christ also hath once

suffered for sins, the just for the un-

just, that he might bring us to God, be-

ing put to death in the flesh, but quick-

ened by the Spirit: By which also he

went and preached unto the spirits in

prison; Which sometime were disobedi-

ent, when once the longsuffering of God

waited in the days of Noah, while the ark

was a preparing, wherein few, that is,

eight souls were saved by water." Where

was he? Where did he go? "Put to death

in the flesh, but quickened by the Spirit,

he went and preached unto the spirits

in prison." That is where Christ was be-

tween the time of his death and his res-

urrection, preaching deliverance to the

captives, the opening of the prison to

them who were bound. But some may

ask, How do you know what he preached

to them? The answer will be found in the

4th chapter of the same epistle, and the

6th verse, namely, "For for this cause was

the gospel preached also to them that

are dead, that they might be judged ac-

cording to men in the flesh, but live ac-

cording to God in the spirit." From this

it appears that Jesus Christ went and

preached the Gospel to the dead. What

for "That they might be judged accord-

ing to men in the flesh;" for it would not

be fair to judge them by that Gospel if

they never had the opportunity of hear-

ing it. Here is Jesus, stretched out upon

the cross, praying for his enemies; he

bows his head and gives up the Ghost;

his spirit departs from his body; he goes

to Paradise. That is where the thief went

who repented on the cross. "Lord re-

member me when thou comest into thy

kingdom;" he cried. And Jesus said unto

him, "Verily I say unto thee, Today shalt

thou be with me in paradise." Was that

in the presence of the Father, in heaven,

in glory? Oh, no. It was in the place for

departed spirits, some of them disobedi-

ent spirits; a portion of it the place in

which the rich man found himself who is


