THE OBJECT OF ASSEMBLING TOGETHER, ETC.

habitants of the antediluvian world in
the days of Noah did not stay the del-
uge. The unbelief of the inhabitants of
Sodom and Gomorrah did not avert the
destruction of these cities. The unbelief
of the Jews did not avert the destruction
of Jerusalem. We look for a literal fulfill-
ment of the decrees of God. We know as
a people that he has set his hand to es-
tablish his Church. He has set his hand
to warn all nations. The Holy Priesthood
has been restored, not by the power of
man, but by the power of Almighty God.

As I have said, we believe in the
Book of Mormon as containing a record
of the ancient inhabitants of this conti-
nent, and a clue to the ruins which have
been discovered in various parts of the
land and for which the world can find no
origin. The whole history of these things,
however, is pointed out in the Book of
Mormon, and if the world would only
take the trouble to read that book they
would understand these things more
perfectly. The American Indians are a
remnant of the ancient inhabitants of
this continent. Their forefathers were
an enlightened people. They had the
Gospel among them and the power of
God was manifested in their midst; but
when they became wicked and turned
away from God, the judgments of the
Almighty fell upon them and they were
overthrown and destroyed by warfares.
The Lamanites, now a downtrodden peo-
ple, are a remnant of the house of Israel.
The curse of God has followed them as
it has done the Jews, though the Jews
have not been darkened in their skin as
have the Lamanites. The fate of the Jews
in this respect is a standing monument
to all infidelity. The prediction of Je-
sus with regard to them has been liter-
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ally fulfilled. He predicted that they
should be led away captive unto all na-
tions, and that Jerusalem should be trod-
den down of the Gentiles, until the times
of the Gentiles be fulfilled. When Pilate
was ready to release Jesus because he
found no fault in him, the Pharisees and
high priests, being filled with prejudice,
would not have it. They cried out "Cru-
cify him, crucify him, and let his blood
be upon us, and our children." The pre-
diction of Jesus has been verified, and its
fulfillment is before the world today. The
Jews have been trampled under the feet
of the Gentiles for 1,800 years, and they
are today being persecuted in European
nations. Why? Because that curse of God
rests upon them and will rest upon them
until Shiloh comes, until they are regath-
ered to Jerusalem and rebuild the city
in unbelief. You cannot convert a Jew.
They will never believe in Jesus Christ
until he comes to them in Jerusalem, un-
til these fleeing Jews take back their gold
and silver to Jerusalem and rebuild their
city and temple, and they will do this as
the Lord lives. Then the Gentiles will
say, "Come let us go up to Jerusalem;
let us go up and spoil her. The Jews
have taken our gold and silver from the
nations of the earth—come let us go up
and fight against Jerusalem." Then will
the prophecies that are before you be ful-
filled, The Gospel was preached first to
the Jews and then to the Gentiles, The
Jews rejected the message: the Gentiles
received it, and unto them was given all
the gifts and blessings of the Gospel. But
Paul told them to take heed lest they
fell through the same example of unbe-
lief. Yet in time, we Gentiles, departed
from the kingdom of God, and the church
went into the wilderness. There has not



