
JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES176

these things coming to pass.
I have a desire with you, as Latter-day 

Saints, that we may keep the faith, over-
come the world, and magnify our high and 
holy callings. We will be held responsible 
before the Lord for the light we possess. 
We should be diligent and faithful in our 
labors, for if we turn our backs upon the 
truth, once having known it, we will be 
under far greater condemnation than those 
who rejected the truth. What we may be 
called upon to suffer for the Gospel’s sake 
is neither here nor there. This nation and 
every other nation is in the hands of God. 
Your destiny is in the hands of God. Men 
can go no further than the Lord will per-
mit them to go. But we should be faithful 
to God and to our fellow men, ever ready 
to do what is required of us.

I pray God our Heavenly Father, that 
His blessing may be over us; that the hearts 
of the people of our nation and other 
nations may be open to the light of the 
Gospel, that they may not pursue the course 
the Jews did, for we know what it has

cost them. It will cost this nation or any 
other nation the same to shed the blood 
of the servants of God. Whatever course a 
nation pursues in this respect, it will have 
to foot the bill. The Constitution of our 
country is one of the best that was ever 
given to any government. Our forefathers 
were inspired of God to write that instru-
ment. I have a respect for our government, 
flag and Constitution. I know this nation 
has been raised up by the power of God for 
a certain purpose, and that to establish his 
kingdom upon it, and inasmuch as we do 
our duty the Lord will sustain us. Those 
who labor to establish the kingdom of God 
on the earth will be blessed, and those who 
fight against the work of God, will be held 
responsible for their actions.

I feel to bear my testimony to the 
truth of this work. I know Joseph Smith 
was a Prophet of God, and I have a desire 
that I may be faithful with the rest of my 
 brethren, that I may inherit eternal life, for 
Jesus Christ’s sake. Amen.
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