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THE REMARKS OF BROTHER WOODRUFF—THE
PROPHETS AND SERVANTS OF GOD REJECTED IN
NEARLY ALL AGES, ETC.

DISCOURSE BY PRESIDENT GEORGE Q. CANNON, DELIVERED IN THE TABERNACLE, SALT
LAKE CITY, SUNDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 12, 1881.

REPORTED BY JOHN IRVINE.

I have listened with great satisfaction
and pleasure to the remarks which have
been made by Brother Woodruff this af-
ternoon, and I know they are true, and
that they will be profitable unto all those
who treasure them up in their hearts
and make application of them in their
lives.

While he was speaking, the query
ran through my mind respecting the
prophets and men of God who lived in
ancient days—was there ever a prophet
of God—a man who had a message from
God who was received by the generation
among whom he lived? They had very
few indeed. The Prophet Jonah stands
out almost as an exception. Nineveh
did repent when he went to it with the
message from God; but from Noah down
one prophet after another was rejected
by the generations unto whom they were
sent and unto whom they bore messages
from the Almighty. Even Moses, though
successful in leading out the children
of Israel, with difficulty escaped being
stoned to death by his own adherents.
And so with every prophet until the days
of the Savior himself. Jesus was per-
secuted; Jesus was derided, Jesus was

rejected. Jesus, who came—his com-
ing having been predicted by the holy
prophets and the whole nation being
in expectation of him—was rejected be-
cause he did not come according to the
ideas, the preconceived notions of the
people—that is of his own kindred unto
whom he was sent.

The world entertain certain ideas
concerning truth, they entertain cer-
tain ideas concerning God and concern-
ing His servants, and when men come
to them with something that conflicts
with these ideas they are led to reject
them, and it is not until a man has
died, not until in many instances his
blood has been shed, that he is recog-
nized as a Prophet of God. In fact it
was an accusation of the Savior against
the Jews that they garnished the tombs
and sepulchres of the Prophets whom
they had slain. They slew them, but af-
ter their death their children said, "If
we had lived in their day we would
not have slain the prophets, we would
have received their testimony," while
they treated the Prophets in their midst
the same as their fathers had done their
predecessors. But it takes time to bring



