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effected in the face of opposition, and fre-

quently the foundation stones have been

laid in the blood of the men who were

the instruments in the hands of God in

laying the foundation. Opposition in this

respect is not a new thing. It is as old as

Adam that there should be opposition to

contend against. Jesus predicted it, be-

cause he knew it was the history of the

past, and he knew it would be repeated.

Thus those who embrace "Mormonism,"

or the Gospel of Christ, may make their

calculations upon it.

But there is this difference between

the dispensation in which we are en-

gaged and other dispensations which

have preceded it: we have the promise

of God that His work introduced in this

the dispensation of the fulness of times

shall never be overthrown, so that this

dispensation differs in this respect from

every dispensation which has preceded

it. There is no stopping this work. Men

may fight it, they may kill those who

advocate it, and use every means in

their power against it; but the fiat of

Jehovah has gone forth concerning it,

and it will spread and increase and will

gather within its pale every holiest soul

throughout the earth sooner or later, not

making war, not attacking, not assault-

ing, but by the power of divine truth and

by the spirit that accompanies it, bearing

testimony to every honest soul. And as

these troubles increase of which Brother

Woodruff has spoken—for they will in-

crease, in our own land, too; they have

increased, and they will increase—men

will become unsettled in their minds as

to what they will do and where they will

seek for protection; for the day will come

when stable government in these United

States will be very hard to find. The ele-

ments are already operating that will

produce this instability. Men will be glad

to seek refuge, glad to seek protection,

glad to live in any place where men and

women are honest and true, and where

the principles which Brother Woodruff

has announced, the principles of true lib-

erty are maintained, and God grant that

they may be ever maintained.

It has been said that those who have

been persecuted will, when their turn

comes, become persecutors. This has

been said concerning us. "Oh," it has

been said, "you are now in the minor-

ity. It is all very well to plead for

liberty and contend for the rights of

man. But wait. If you ever get power,

you who have been persecuted will turn

round and persecute other people." This

has been cast against us as bearing

out the history of the past. The Pil-

grim Fathers, it is quoted, did this. Af-

ter being persecuted themselves, they

turned round and persecuted others—

Episcopalians, Quakers, Baptists, etc.—

who did not believe as they did. Well,

we have not done this yet. We did not

do it when we had everything our own

way in these mountains, removed a thou-

sand or twelve hundred miles from ev-

ery other people. We gave perfect lib-

erty to all, and there never has been an

hour since we first occupied this coun-

try when our tabernacles, boweries, and

other places of worship have not been

open to men of every denomination to

preach within their walls or under their

shade. Time and time again our chil-

dren have been invited to this taberna-

cle to listen to ministers of different de-

nominations, that they might know what

other people taught; this has been upon

the principle which Brother Woodruff

has stated, that if they have one


