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ties; God gives them liberty to say remark-
able things—that in the space already
passed such great changes would have oc-
curred in this valley, and throughout these
valleys, and that this place would become
so important. We hear of railroads com-
ing in here from every direction, making
Salt Lake City their objective point. We
are bound to be lifted up. You cannot
conceal us, it is impossible. We have got
to stand contact with the world, and if
our religion will not stand such contact,
then it must succumb. But it will not. It
will stand the test, it will pass through
the ordeal purer and better, and men will
recognize its beauty. Our destiny is to
be brought in contact with the world.

God has predicted it. We may hide our-
selves in a corner, but God will bring
us out to the light, for we have to come
in contact with the world to prove our
strength, to prove what is in us, and to
learn many things the knowledge of which
we need.

I pray God to bless you my brethren
and sisters and friends, to let His Holy
Spirit rest down upon you and preserve
you in the truth. Let us love and cling to
the truth with all our hearts, and it will
bear us through. It is that which will en-
dure in time and throughout eternity; and
that God may assist us in maintaining
our integrity and keeping the faith, is my
prayer, in the name of Jesus Christ, Amen.
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DISCOURSE BY ELDER JOHN NICHOLSON, DELIVERED IN THE TABERNACLE,
SALT LAKE CITY, SUNDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 26, 1881
Reported by John Irvine

I have unexpectedly, to myself, been
called upon to address this congregation.
While I shall endeavor to do so, I desire
that you shall give me your sympathy
and faith, that I may be able to speak
in clearness whatsoever may be put
into my mind by the inspiration of
the Holy Ghost, if I shall be so fortu-
nate as to enjoy a goodly portion
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of that influence. I have no special subject
on my mind upon which to speak, and
am therefore dependent upon the inspira-
tion of the moment as the spirit shall give
utterance.

It has been the privilege of the servants
of God in all ages to enjoy a portion of His
power to direct them in their ministry and
to make plain to their understanding the
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