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show eventually, if not at present, a

model community that it would be good

for others in the world to pattern after.

There are a great many ideas in refer-

ence to this people, as I have said, which

are erroneous. I have met, in travel-

ing on the trains people who were ut-

terly surprised to find that the Latter-

day Saints looked like other people. I

presume that they expected to see men

walking about with slouch hats and belts

filled with weapons of destruction, so

erroneous and so slanderous have been

the reports concerning this people which

have gone abroad about them. There

is only a percentage of the people that

were here who are willing, on account

of the deep-seated prejudice that every-

where exists concerning this people, to

speak the truth concerning them. There

are men who have come here who be-

long to different denominations, with-

out naming any of the religious bod-

ies with which they were connected—

who have been treated with the utmost

courtesy and respect; perhaps more re-

spect than their characters entitled them

to. They have been allowed to preach

their tenets, disseminate their doctrines

among the people here, to build their

churches until you can see them on every

hand, not only in this city, but in other

cities of this Territory. For purposes of

the deepest mendacity they have gone

abroad and been the chief instruments

in arousing public sentiment against the

Latter-day Saints. They have risen in

their religious conventions in the United

States, and told to my positive and cer-

tain knowledge, as black and infamous

lies as ever fell from the lips of human

beings, and were thus enabled to ply

their vocation in collecting money in or-

der to save the downtrodden women of

Utah, and to help solve the "Mormon

problem." I say that such men are unwor-

thy of the title of manhood. They obliter-

ate within their narrow souls every prin-

ciple which is worthy or entitled to re-

spect. I have no respect for them what-

ever. Although I do not wish them any

harm at all, I have no regard for them,

because they are too limited, too nar-

row, too devoid of principle; in fact they

can get along with as small an amount

of principle as any class of men that I

ever knew of in my life. So far as I

am concerned, I have not reached that

condition of perfection which our Savior

taught and practiced. I am imperfect

in that respect—when He says you shall

love your enemies. I say that I do not

have any love for characters of that kind,

whowill go in the face of facts with which

they are acquainted, as well as men can

possibly be acquainted with anything,

and willfully and knowingly misrepre-

sent the characters of this or any other

people on the face of the earth. I would

feel the same if these animadversions

and calumnies which are heaped upon

this people were heaped upon any other.

There is one individual especially whom

I knew when he was here, at least pass-

ingly, who said that in Provo, a quiet,

peaceable settlement in the South, one

of the most peaceable places on the top

of this earth, perhaps—at least it would

be if they were all Latter-day Saints

who are there—this individual said that

he was under the necessity, in going to

preach in the morning or in the after-

noon, or whenever he had to ascend the

stand, of laying a pistol by the side of

the word of God—a falsehood as plain

and direct as ever was spoken; for I have

lived in this Territory fifteen years and

have never known the time when it was


