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are purposes in the mind of Jehovah in

regard to this principle, at least we ac-

cept them as such. God has decreed that

in this day He will build up His King-

dom, and we are seeking to build it up,

and as it is said in the Book of Mor-

mon that was brought forth by the power

of God, through the instrumentality of

Joseph Smith, that if the Lord should de-

sire to raise up children to himself, that

He shall command His people, otherwise

they shall not practice the principle of

plural marriage. Our Elders go abroad

into the nations; they sound the trumpet

of the Gospel both long and loud. But

although they meet with some success,

the numbers that hear their testimony

and embrace it are comparatively few,

compared with the great masses, that

disregard their message. This kingdom

must have people, and if the people of

the world will not come and join with

us and build up the kingdom of God, we

will build it from the internal strength

within itself. Let a person who does not

believe in this go through this Territory

from north to south and from east to

west, and see the flocks of beautiful chil-

dren who are growing up in the midst of

this people, who will aid in bearing off

this kingdom.

There is a great cry in reference to

the stoppage of the influx of population

to Utah. Attempts have been made to

stop the flow of immigration of Latter-

day Saints on the most flimsy pretexts.

I have no fears, however, that anything

of that kind will ever amount to much,

because no measure of that kind can,

in this country, obtain without overrid-

ing and trampling under foot every prin-

ciple of the constitution of our country.

But it appears to me that there is a

source of power that is growing up in this

community that is comparatively lost

sight of. That is the youth who are grow-

ing up. Many state that the youth of

this community are becoming demoral-

ized. There are some who are demoral-

ized, and who have departed from the

faith which their fathers suffered to es-

tablish and sustain. Some of the latter

have suffered death and others have suf-

fered almost death time and time again,

because of the persecution and opposi-

tion with which they have had to contend

in almost every form. But those who sup-

pose that the bulk of the youth of this

community will not sustain this work are

mistaken. The bulk of them will, and

a great many of them are, and I will

say today, in behalf of our young men,

that, according to my experience, having

been recently on a mission abroad, gen-

erally the most successful among the El-

ders of this Church, and the most fear-

less in the enunciation of the principles

and doctrines of this Gospel, the most la-

borious and indefatigable laborers in the

cause of truth, have been the boys who

have been born and reared in the Ter-

ritory of Utah, and in the city in which

we now are. I have great hopes of our

young people, and I am pleased to note

within the last few years the great solici-

tude, the anxiety which has been man-

ifested in regard to their welfare, that

they should be brought up in the nur-

ture and admonition of the God of Jacob,

to shun the drunkard's path, the path of

the libertine, and every form of pollution

and degradation.

But this brings me back again to

an idea that I was about to draw

your attention to, in regard to the

idea that men embrace the prin-

ciples of plural marriage in order

to minister to their baser passions.

I have spent between five and six


