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years exclusively preaching this Gospel

in the nations, and I have been ac-

quainted, in that capacity, with hun-

dreds of Elders. I have labored and

traveled with them in the nations of the

earth, and I know, as well as I know that

I stand here, and that you are listening

to the tones of my voice, that they are,

as a rule, as pure as the angels in re-

gard to the matter to which I now allude.

They go abroad for one, two, three or four

years, or as many years as may be nec-

essary, and refrain from every form of

gratification of the kind to which I now

refer. I have known of instances of de-

partures from this rule, and there is a

singular thing connected with this work

that I wish here to note. Those who

have been guilty of thus violating the

principles of chastity, and consequently

the holy Covenants they have entered

into, there has been a departure from

them of the light and power of the Holy

Spirit, and they became wilted like the

flower without moisture which has been

blighted by the heat of the sun. It was

visible to every eye that something had

happened which was derogatory to such

individuals. It is opposed to the spirit

of this work that men should violate the

principles of purity and chastity, and I

know this to be the case. Where such

instances have occurred, what has been

the sentiment of this Church? Has it sus-

tained it? If it has ever been sustained by

any person in authority in this Church, I

know not of any instance of that kind.

What is there so very horri-

ble, what has awakened the senti-

ment of the world at large that they

should become so shocked in their

moral susceptibilities regarding this

people? What is there about this

people that appears so enormously

wrong? There is peace, there is regard

for each other, there is respectability,

there is a large amount of honesty and

uprightness. What is there to shock the

sensibilities of the most enlightened pro-

fessor of religion or of anybody else in

the world at large, which is reeking with

corruption from center to circumference.

Some people say—"What is going to be

done in regard to this question? "The

United States Government are going to

come down on you and crush your in-

stitutions or crush you." Well, you see,

we have got so often crushed in theory,

that we are becoming used to it. We

have been crushed, obliterated, annihi-

lated, until there was not a spot left of a

Latter-day Saint in theory, but the prac-

tical part has not yet come. We have no

fears. Some of our friends regard us with

solicitude, they are deeply concerned for

our welfare, and they think surely the

end will come this time, whichever time

it might be, but we do not think so. We

have great faith in the Almighty. That

is a good quality in any people, is it not?

To have faith in God. I do not know of a

people who have more faith in God and

the Scriptures, so that, seeing we are

told that without faith it is impossible to

please God, in that respect at least we

must to some extent please our Father

in heaven. We have often seen the clouds

that have gathered around us thick, dark

and threatening, at the darkest hour dis-

pelled. Then we have seen the sun of

prosperity shine again in its glory and in

its strength, so that we think every cloud

that comes will be dissipated in a simi-

lar way, and that the God of heaven will

not forsake a people who put their trust

in Him. We put our trust in Him, and

also believe in doing the best we can our-


