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being great big High Priests, who, when

they should have been called upon to

be Bishops, or Bishops' Counselors, were

found to be incompetent because they

had not prepared themselves to occupy

these offices associated with their call-

ing, and been dabbling with the world

and had been led by its influence, in-

stead of being wide awake and full of the

life and power and revelations of God.

If they had magnified their Priesthood,

then God would have been with them,

and they would have been selected, until

all those places would have been filled.

Then, how is it in regard to the Sev-

enties? Just the same. According to

your statistical report, which has been

read, you have in this Stake 360 Seven-

ties; and how many of them, if they were

called today, are prepared to go to the na-

tions of the earth to preach the Gospel?

You are not prepared to do it any more

than the High Priests were prepared to

magnify their calling. The Twelve are

commanded first to call upon the Sev-

enties, but when they do so they fre-

quently find they with one consent begin

to make excuses. I know it is so, if you

do not. Very well, what then? As there

are other appendages to the Melchizedek

Priesthood, the Twelve are obliged to call

upon the Elders, and High Priests, and

others, to go and perform duties which

should be performed by the Seventies,

but which they neglect to do. I speak

of this, shall I say to your shame? I

do not like to use hard words, they do

not do any good. I would rather say

five hundred pleasant things than one

harsh one; but I want to state truths

as they exist, so that you can compre-

hend. Now, notwithstanding this being

the case, the work of God cannot stand

still. The nations must be warned. The

word of God must go forth, or the Twelve

would be held responsible, if these things

were not done; and we have to keep do-

ing it, doing it!

Now, as a sample of the excuses that

men make who are called to go on mis-

sions, I will tell you what people tell

me. One man says, "I have been build-

ing a house, and have not got the roof

on it." Another comes, and says, "I have

just been entering some land, and I am

afraid I shall be placed in difficulty, if

I go; I pray you have me excused." And

one man said he was so engaged in mer-

chandising, and he was so much inter-

ested in the people's welfare, that he was

afraid they would suffer very materially

in their temporal interests, if he ceased

to keep store that it would not be well to

take him away. Another has bought five

yokes of oxen, and is proving them, and

prays to be excused. And another has

married a wife and he cannot go. I will

tell you what I once had to say to Pres-

ident Joseph Young. He had been call-

ing upon a number of people to go forth

on missions. He being the presiding of-

ficer over the First Presidents of Seven-

ties was the party for us to apply to; but

in selecting missionaries they had em-

ployed a system of what might be prop-

erly called machine work, as you would

go to work and pick out horses or cattle

by their teeth. They had selected them

generally according to age, etc., without

inquiring as to their qualifications, cir-

cumstances, etc. Now, we want the spirit

and power attending all of these matters,

that we may find out the true position

of things before we can call men. Af-

ter he had received a great number of

names from the said presidents, there

came in a perfect, stream of excuses to

me. They wanted to be excused; and


