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to them. He has called upon all men

to repent and obey the Gospel of Jesus

Christ, that they may be counted worthy

to escape the judgments of God.

President Taylor treated this

forenoon upon the law of Tithing. Per-

haps the Latter-day Saints do not want

to hear much more upon this subject;

but I have felt a long time that we as

a people were somewhat ignorant of

that law. We have looked upon it as a

matter of little consequence; we have

looked upon it with a great deal of indif-

ference whether we pay tithing or not.

But the subject was clearly set forth this

forenoon by President Taylor. He has no

power to change this law, nor has any

other man; and if we do not obey it, we

can lay no claim to the promises made

to those who obey it. These things are

very plain and pointed. The principle

of tithing has been a principle of sac-

rifice in almost every age of the world;

in fact, it was peculiarly so among the

people in ancient days, and among even

the heathen nations of the earth. Now

I have thought many times that some

of those ancient kings that were raised

up, had in some respects more regard for

the carrying out of some of these princi-

ples and laws, than even the Latter-day

Saints have in our day. I will take as

an ensample Cyrus, on account of his

temperance. He was one of the kings of

the Medes and Persians. I believe his

father was a Persian and his mother a

Mede. To trace the life of Cyrus from

his birth to his death, whether he knew

it or not, it looked as though he lived

by inspiration in all his movements.

He began with that temperance and

virtue which would sustain any Chris-

tian country or any Christian king. And

even when he was sent in his youth to

his grandfather Astyages, the king of

the Medes, he showed that he had been

carefully brought up, and he followed

his early training in a great measure

throughout his life; while as king or

leader of the Median armies, he con-

quered nearly the whole world—in fact

I do not know that he ever lost a bat-

tle. His grandfather was living in lux-

ury, and when young Cyrus was sent to

him he offered to serve him as a butler—

only he didn't do as butler's sometimes

do—that is, taste the wine before putting

it on the table. Cyrus, when offered

wine, said, "I am afraid it is poison." "You

are afraid it is poison?" "What makes

you think it poison?" "Why, because I

have seen it make you and some of the

princes act very strange, you would stag-

ger and act very curious." He followed

this principle of temperance during his

whole life. Before a battle he offered sac-

rifices to the Gods; when he finished a

battle and had a victory he did the same

thing. I have been struck in reading his

history with the course he took in this

matter. He would never enter into rev-

elry or debauchery over the nations he

had conquered. He taught such prin-

ciples until the day of his death. Be-

fore he died he told those by whom he

was surrounded, that he did not want his

body put into a gold coffin or a silver cof-

fin; he simply desired his body to be laid

in the dust and covered with the earth.

Many of these principles followed him,

and I have thought many of them were

worthy, in many respects, the attention

of men who have the Gospel of Jesus

Christ. But the law of tithing was car-

ried out by all Israel, from the creation

of the world down to the present time—

that is, whenever God had a people upon


