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in most instances they pay their own

traveling expenses in order to bear their

testimony. And wherever people receive

that testimony they receive this spirit

and they know it is true, and that is

the power which bound them together.

No human being could weave such a

tie as that which unites the Latter-day

Saints. It is a heavenly union among

themselves, and it is a union between

the heavens and the earth. The Saints

are gathering from all nations to the

place which the Lord has appointed, and

are building temples to his name for the

benefit of the living and the dead. We

have come out of the world, and there-

fore the world hate us; we have turned

our backs upon our former friends and

kindred, and have formed new relations

and new associations. We have experi-

enced the influence of the Spirit of God,

and our desire is to bear testimony to the

truth of this work, which shall roll on un-

til the kingdoms of this world shall be-

come the kingdoms of our God and his

Christ, and until "every knee shall bow

and every tongue shall confess that Je-

sus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God

the Father." That is our work, that is

what we are here for. If we are accu-

mulating any earthly wealth here, it is

by the blessing of God that we may the

better accomplish his purposes, that we

may help to build up his kingdom on

the earth, that wickedness may be swept

from the earth, that he whose right it is

to reign may come and take possession of

his kingdom.

Now, my friends, the time at my

disposal has nearly expired, but be-

fore sitting down, I desire to bear

my testimony, in the name of the

Lord Jesus Christ, that I know this

is the work of God; I know that

God lives and that he hears and an-

swers the prayers of the faithful; and I

know this work will prevail. I know

that no earthly powers can retard

it. The combined powers of the

earth—Presidents, Kings, Emperors or

Governors—cannot stay the progress of

this work, because the great Jehovah

hath spoken it. This is the way, walk

ye in it. Avoid evil and choose the good.

"Be ye perfect, even as your Father in

heaven is perfect." I know this work will

roll on, though all the world is against

us. We are a little handful of people com-

pared to the nation of the United States,

but true strength is not in numbers. I

do not mean when I make such a com-

parison, that all the millions of this na-

tion are against us; many are opposed

because they do not know us, they do

not know our object, they do not know

our spirit, they do not know what man-

ner of men and women we are. They

think we are a set of fanatics. But it

is principle that has brought the Latter-

day Saints to dwell in these valleys and

we live and labor that out of this Church

may be built up the kingdom that all the

prophets and inspired men of God have

seen from the beginning, upon which

the glory of God shall shine, and over

which the Lord shall rule. This work

will prevail, no matter what opposition

may be brought to bear against it. If this

whole nation should rise up and other

nations should join them, with the ob-

ject of destroying the Church of Jesus

Christ of Latter-day Saints, they could

not accomplish it. Our kind Methodist

friends are anxious to see "Mormonism"

stamped out; but the more they attack

it, the stronger they will make it, as the

more united will be our people, and the

firmer our desires and our determination

to roll on the work of God, and live as He

directs. The best policy, therefore, for the


