
Yes; it would be a pity if we could not 
do that. Why, we are told that the Lord 
“maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on 
the good, and sendeth rain on the just and 
on the unjust.” Let us try to be like him. 
We do not want much association with 
them; we do not want to take counsel at 
their hands; we do not want to be influ-
enced by them; we do not want them to 
teach our children while they are seeking 
to destroy us and to induce legislation 
against us, and are doing everything they 
can to injure us. We will say, Father, these 
are thy children as well as we are; we ask 
thee to put a hook in their jaws, so that 
they cannot go any further than thou shalt 
permit them; and the balance of their con-
duct we will strive to endure. Make us 
worthy to be acceptable in thy sight; and if 
thou seest fit to let them stir up any com-
motion, we will try to bear it, because we 
believe it will be overruled for our good 
and for the advancement of thy cause in 
the earth. Would I hurt them? No, if I 
were to see one of them hungry, I would 
feed him; if I were to see them naked, I 
would clothe them; but I would not give 
them my daughters to wife, neither would 
I let them teach my children to lead them 
down to death. I want those to teach my 
children and the children of this people 
who will lead them in the paths of life. 
But treat everybody well, and do what is 
right to everybody, and cultivate the spirit 
of kindness towards all. And when you see 
somebody’s cattle in somebody’s grain, feel 
sufficient interest in his welfare to go and 
drive them out; and try to promote the 
welfare of your neighbors and make them 
feel as comfortable as you can, and God 
will bless us, and we will bless one another.

And we will build our Temples; and 
what will we do with them? Administer in 
them. And then we will spread the Gospel 
to the nations, and teach our children the 
principles of intelligence and set before 
them good examples. And let every father 
of a family feel that he would not want his 
wife or wives or children to see him per-
form an act that he would not have them 
do; and thus be prepared to say: Follow me 
as I follow Christ. Let us live together in 
peace and union and cultivate the Spirit 
of God, and sustain those who are placed 
to preside over us. You have a President of 
the Stake, pray for him that he may com-
prehend correct principles and draw near 
to God, and bring down his blessings upon 
him. Pray for Brother Richards, and pray 
for us. Here is Brother Woodruff, a faithful 
man; so are the balance of us; so are many 
of you, good, faithful men. Well, sustain all 
honorable people. We need praying for; we 
are all alike: we are all of that class of whom 
the old lady was talking when she said: 
“We are all poor, miserable, independent 
sinners.” We all need assistance, and we 
should bear with one another. And while 
we are seeking to do right in many instan-
ces, let us be kind and charitable and long-
suffering in the Spirit of Christ, which is 
the Spirit of the Gospel.

Brethren, God bless you; Sisters, God 
bless you and God bless your institutions. 
Be diligent and faithful in observing the 
laws of God, and the peace and blessing of 
God will be with you. I pray my heavenly 
Father to bless this people, and to bless 
these lands, and all that pertains to you, 
that your habitations may be habitations  
of peace, that your children may grow up 
full of light and truth, and become no-
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