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table men and women in Israel, whose

names shall be known among the hon-

orable of the earth. Zion is onward; let

us progress along with her, and the men

who at present affect to despise us be-

cause we are so small, will by and by

dread us because of our unity and power.

While the finger may be pointed in scorn

at a "Mormon" today, by and by it will be

said that such and such a man was born

in Zion, for we are men and women of in-

tegrity and fidelity; that will be the case

with our posterity, who will rise up and

call us blessed. And they will esteem

it the greatest honor that could be con-

ferred upon them, so far as the honor

of this world is concerned, to have been

born in Zion; because we purpose living

in such a way, that while the world gen-

erally will grow worse and worse, our

conduct will be of that nature that we

shall command the admiration of hon-

orable men as well as the favor of our

Heavenly Father. God bless you. Amen.
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It has been almost one year since

I have been able to stand up before a

congregation to address them, having

been severely afflicted during that pe-

riod of time. I am now blessed with

the opportunity and privilege of occupy-

ing a few minutes, as long as my health

would justify, in speaking a few words

to the congregation. I am just able to

stand upon my feet, most of the time

scarcely able to sit up. I believe that

the Saints have exercised their prayers

and their faith in my behalf. If they

had not done this, I doubt very much

whether I would now be able to appear

before you. Notwithstanding the afflic-

tions of my body and the long silence that

I have kept, so far as public congrega-

tions are concerned, yet I have felt the

same enduring love for the principles of

truth and for the people of God in all

my afflictions, that I had in the time of

my health. There is nothing so precious

to me as the great principles of salva-

tion. They have for the last 51 years

of my life—it being 51 years tomorrow

since I was baptized—occupied the up-

permost place in my mind. Riches, the

honors of this world, etc., have been but

a very small consideration with me, com-


