THE WORSHIP OF GOD, ETC.

bath morning. I realize this is a day
set apart to worship Almighty God: now
I ought to worship God myself, and I
ought to look after my family and dis-
cover whether they are engaged in the
same thing or not. For we are com-
manded to keep holy the Sabbath day
and to rest from all our labors, as God did
when he created the earth upon which
we dwell. He has given us six days to
attend to the various labors and duties
of life, and if we pretend to keep the
Sabbath, let us do it acceptably to God
our Father, dedicating ourselves to him
at least, for that day, and placing our
feelings and affections upon him. And
then, the Elders of Israel, throughout
the broad earth are engaged this day in
trying to teach the principles of salva-
tion, and I feel like praying for them, and
also for our missionaries who are going
abroad among the Saints in this land, as
well those who speak, as those who dic-
tate in the assemblies of the Saints in
this land and in all other lands, that as
this is a day set apart for the worship of
God, all Israel everywhere may be under
the influence and guidance of the Spirit
of the living God, and that those espe-
cially who speak may be under the divine
influence of the Holy Ghost, and present
to the various congregations the words of
eternal life. God has conferred upon us
very many great and precious blessings,
and I sometimes think it is difficult for
us to appreciate them as we should.

We are here in the land that is em-
phatically called, the land of Zion. I
think when I hear these words, that they
have some significance. What is meant
by Zion, or the people of Zion? As I
understand it, in fact, as the Lord has
told us, it means, the pure in heart.
That would hardly apply to all of us, but
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it would in part. We would like to be
pure in heart, but we can hardly reach
it yet. There are a great many things
which we admire in others, and there
are a great many principles which we
admire in the abstract, and there are
a great many things which we wish we
could do, but which we do not do. Still
we are aiming in a great measure to do
what is right; and if there are any peo-
ple upon the earth that are doing this,
I believe the Latter-day Saints are that
people. And, yet, we do not do it, do
we? If I were to ask you individually,
the answer would generally be, "No, I do
not perform my duties as I should, but
I would like to do so, but sometimes I
yield to improper influences, and while
I know that in doing this, I am not per-
forming my duty, yet I realize in some
instances that the spirit is willing but
the flesh is weak." But I think we are
improving, and that is encouraging. We
are the professed people of God, and be-
ing so, we ought, at least, to observe all
of the leading principles of the Gospel,
not to hear them only but to do them.
We profess to be under the government
of the United States, and being citizens
we want to be good citizens, better than
any other citizens, and I believe we are.
I firmly believe that we are more loyal
and more patriotic to our national gov-
ernment than any other citizens belong-
ing to it. That is my opinion. And I think
that we can well afford to observe all of
the principles instituted among men by
any proper government, we can well af-
ford to observe all the prominent princi-
ples thereof, and I do not know of any law
that as a people, we violate, excepting
one, and that has been made on purpose
to make us either break the command
of God, or violate the law of the land.



