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and let all Israel say amen. [Amen from

the congregation]. And yet, will we be

subject to law? Yes. Here is Brother

George Reynolds, who is present, he was

subject to the law. Did he fulfil the law?

Yes, he did. Did he meet all its demands?

Yes. And having met them, what more

remains? If a law is made, and because

we are conscientious before God, seeking

to fulfil his law unto us, we violate such

a law, and we are deprived of our lib-

erty, by the help of God, his power and

grace being with us to sustain us, we

will bear the consequence. What can be

asked then? We think we can fulfil the

law of God and the law of man as near as

they will let us; and if they wish to pun-

ish us for keeping the commandments

of God, let them do it, and let them

abide the consequence. And when we get

through we will say, you Judge and Jury,

who passed upon certain men, we have

met your requirements, we now go to the

Lord and say, Father, we have also met

thy requirements; we could not barter

away thy laws; we could not violate thy

commandments, but, O God, we have

been true to thee, and we have been true

to our national obligations. And having

done our best to promote peace, and hav-

ing fulfilled the law of both God andman,

we feel that we shall be justified by the

Lord, and by all honorable, highminded,

just and patriotic men. We are not the

first who have been put to the test—

Daniel and the three Hebrew children

had to pass through this ordeal, they

met the consequences, as we propose do-

ing. This was under a despotic govern-

ment, but under our republican form of

government, and with our free institu-

tions, with a Constitution guaranteeing

human liberty and the free exercise of

religious faith, we have a right to ex-

pect a different action. But should this

nation persist in violating their Consti-

tutional guarantees, tear away the bul-

warks of liberty, and trample upon the

principles of freedom and human rights,

that are sacred to all men, and by which

all men should be governed, by and by

the whole fabric will fall, and who will

sustain it? We will, in the name of Is-

rael's God. Of this the Prophet Joseph

Smith prophesied long, long ago. This is

the position we stand in. And if the Gov-

ernment of the United States can afford

to oppress us, we can afford to suffer and

grow strong.

Let us go to the law of God. We are

here to build up Zion; and how ought

we to feel? We want to make as good

houses as we can. That is all right pro-

vided we come by them honestly. We

want to lay a foundation for our children

if we can. That's all right. But do not

let our hearts and affections be placed

upon these things, for there are other

things we have to do. We have to pay

our tithes and offerings, as we have been

commanded. We have to build Temples.

And that is all right. I was going to say, if

we do that; I need not put the if in, for we

are doing it, we are building three Tem-

ples today, and I feel to give credit to the

Saints for their liberality and zeal in the

work. So far that is all right.

But do we want to speculate out of

our brethren and get something from

them to build us up? That is not

right. We want to build one another

up as well as ourselves. Do we object

to a man making money and means?

O, no; but I should very much dis-

like to see him accumulate it from his

brethren by taking advantage of their

circumstances. That is not right. We

should be governed by the principles

of law and equity. The Scriptures


