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of life. We have places to rest, we have
places to lay our heads. How different
are the circumstances that surround us
today in comparison with our situation
before we came to these valleys, and in
comparison with the experience of many
of the ancients. Jesus himself, the son
of the living God, had not where to lay
his head. The foxes, he said, had holes,
and the birds of the air had nests, but
the Son of Man had not a place to lay his
head. He traveled in the midst of poverty
all the way to the cross. We have been in
the same condition. We who have been
in this Church since its early days, have
known what it is to be without homes,
to travel without purse or scrip, to go
hungry and almost naked, to suffer from
cold and fatigue. When we came here
the ground was all that we had to lie
upon, and we were glad and felt to re-
joice in our hearts that God had brought
us to a place where we could lie down
if it was upon the ground, in peace, free
from the persecution of our enemies. God
has proved us in days that are past and
gone. He has now given us a country and
a home. It has been well said that we
should be careful lest these conveniences
and comforts, by which we are now sur-
rounded, should draw us from the things
of God. Remember, my brethren, the
greatest gift that God can bestow upon
us is eternal life, and it is worth more
than all the houses and lands or the
gold and the silver upon the earth. For
by and by we will go to the grave, and
that puts an end to worldly possessions,
as far as our using them is concerned.
The grave finds a home for all flesh, and
no man can take his houses and lands,
his gold and silver, or anything else of a
worldly character, with him. We brought
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none of these things with us when we
came from our previous state. As Bishop
Hunter says, babies are born without
shoes and stockings. All the knowledge
that we can accumulate from experience
and observation, and from the revela-
tions of God to man, goes to show that
the riches of this world are fleeting and
transitory, while he that has eternal life
abiding in him is rich indeed.

We have a great work before us in
the redemption of our dead. The course
that we are pursuing is being watched
with interest by all heaven. There are
fifty thousand millions of people in the
spirit world who are being preached to
by Joseph Smith, and the Apostles and
Elders, his associates, who have passed
away. Those persons may receive their
testimony, but they cannot be baptized
in the spirit world, for somebody on the
earth must perform this ordinance for
them in the flesh before they can re-
ceive part in the first resurrection, and
be worthy of eternal life. It takes as
much to save a dead man as a living one.
The eyes of these millions of people are
watching over these Latter-day Saints.
Have we any time to spend in trying to
get rich and in neglecting our dead? 1
tell you no.

Here is a subject I have thought
about. David said, "Let my enemies go
to hell quickly." He got angry, and he did
some things he should not have done.
Our Savior acted right the reverse. The
more light and knowledge a man has,
the more of the power of God he en-
joys, and the more he is able to compre-
hend the things of God. Why did the
Savior say, when he was under the ag-
onies of death, "Father, forgive them?"
Because He knew well that, although
they were blind as to what they were
doing, they and their posterity would



