
and in other countries to which the Elders 
went, carrying the glad tidings of the resto-
ration of the ancient Gospel. In many pla-
ces members of churches were dissatisfied 
with the want of power in the churches 
to which they belonged, dissatisfied with 
the absence of gifts, and they met together 
and prayed unto God to reveal himself or 
to give unto them some knowledge con-
cerning the old plan of salvation. Here are 
my two brethren on this stand, President 
Taylor and President Woodruff, aged men, 
who in their early youth or early manhood 
were in this condition—President Taylor 
in Canada, and President Woodruff in 
Connecticut, one of them a Methodist 
preacher, and the other a member of no 
denomination. Both of them for years 
sought God with all the earnestness of 
their souls to make manifest unto them his 
mind and will. They were dissatisfied with 
the existing condition of affairs. President 
Taylor with other members of the church 
to which he belonged, would gather to-
gether to read the Scriptures, and inves-
tigate the principles taught by the Savior 
and his Apostles, such as the gifts follow-
ing believers, but in the church to which 
they belonged and other churches around 
them no such gifts existed. They were dis-
satisfied with this condition of things, be-
ing conscious that God was the same then 
as he had been 1,800 years before. They 
sought for the restoration of these gifts, 
and when an Elder came along with the 
glad tidings that a church had been orga-
nized after the old pattern, and they were 
convinced it was true, it filled their souls 
with gladness, and President Taylor and 
a number of others who are now in this 
city, or in this Territory, members of this 
Church, received the doctrines gladly. At

first they doubted its truth. It seemed too 
good to be true. And they also felt a good 
deal like the people of Judea in olden times 
when Jesus was on the earth. People asked 
them, “Can there any good thing come 
out of Nazareth?” So they feel in respect to 
this Church. People say, “What good can 
come from such a source as this is report-
ed to be from?” The same with Brother 
Woodruff, the same with hundreds of men 
and women. And I do not know that it 
should be limited to hundreds; it may be 
said hundreds and thousands had a yearn-
ing, anxious desire for something higher, 
something nobler, something more certain, 
something that was from God. This feeling 
animated thousands of hearts in various 
lands, and the Elders were guided to them, 
and when they saw their faces, when they 
heard their teachings and humbled them-
selves in obedience to the commandments 
of God, they became profoundly con-
vinced by the testimony of Jesus Christ, 
that the Gospel they taught was indeed 
the ancient Gospel restored. And from 
every land where the glad tidings have been 
carried by the Elders of this Church have 
these humble people crossed continents 
and oceans, forsaking all because of the 
Gospel, glad in their hearts that they had 
received it; like the man that had found 
the pearl of great price, they were ready 
to sell all for the purchase of that, so that 
they could have it in their possession. They 
were ready to forsake home, kindred, old 
associations; they were ready to sacrifice 
their good name—for that had to be sac-
rificed—all the past repute that they might 
have had, everything had to be thrown as it 
were to the winds. But they had found the 
pearl of great price. They had obtained a
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