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testimony from God, and they could en-

dure persecution. Mobs could not extin-

guish the love of truth. The burning of

houses, the destruction of property, and

even the loss of life itself, could not cause

them to abandon the truth. They cast

their lot with the Saints. This feeling of

unity has pervaded this entire people, go

where you will. You may go to the an-

tipodes and find a branch of the Church

of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.

They may have never seen an Elder from

Utah, and yet when you go into their con-

gregations and meet them, you find that

they believe in the same doctrines, they

have precisely the same spirit and the

same faith. Before they heard the truth

they might not have desired and never

thought of leaving their native land, but

as soon as they have received the Gospel,

you will find in their bosoms, even if no

Elder has ever taught it, an unquench-

able desire to come and associate with

the people of God in the Rocky Moun-

tains, and they are never content until

they can gratify their desire. Go to the

north and the south, to the east and the

west, and to the most distant lands, upon

the face of the earth and you will find

in their hearts the same feeling, noth-

ing else will satisfy them. God has spo-

ken, God has touched their hearts by

the power of the Holy Ghost, and it is

this that has sustained us. It is this

feeling we should cherish. It is dearer

to us than life itself. It is the spirit

of God that unites heart to heart, that

unites man and woman with bonds that

are stronger than death—death cannot

break them. Where that feeling is cher-

ished, persecution may rage with all the

fierceness that is possible, it cannot de-

stroy it. I thank God from the depths

of my heart, when I think of it, that I

live in such a day and that I belong to

a church of this kind, that I am permit-

ted to have a membership in the Church,

for go where you will on the earth you

cannot find anything like it. This broth-

erhood comes from God. It is a fore-

taste of that brotherhood that will ex-

ist in the heavens; it is a foretaste of

that union and that love that will pre-

vail there, and without which heaven

would not be heaven. And whence its

origin? Where did it originate? It orig-

inated in heaven, and it was commu-

nicated through an humble instrument

whom men despised.

It is a test of faith to embrace a

Gospel taught by a man with the repute

that the world gave to Joseph Smith,

with all the falsehoods that were circu-

lated concerning him. It is a test of faith

today to the inhabitants of the earth

to receive anything that has an origin

among the "Mormon" people. Why, you

might as well accuse a man of being a

leper in some societies as accuse him of

being a "Mormon!"Men will shun coming

in contact with him. To those who know

the Latter-day Saints, it is laughable to

see the feeling that is manifested, and

there is no greater cause of wonder in the

minds of this class than when they come

to Utah and see the condition of things

existing here, it is so different from

everything they have expected. Men

and women frequently get filled with

the most outrageous ideas respecting the

Latter-day Saints. They come here ex-

pecting to see monsters, as though you

wore horns or were beings of a different

species to other people. Now, as I have

said, it takes faith and a love of the truth

to embrace the Gospel under such cir-

cumstances. And the devil is doing all he

can, as he always has done, to prejudice


