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phets of Baal. Elijah believed in a God

that heard and answered prayer, but

the believers in Baal called upon Baal.

They called upon him throughout the

day, but he heard them not, and Eli-

jah mocked them and said, "Cry aloud:

for he is a god; either he is talking,

or he is pursuing, or he is on a jour-

ney, or peradventure he sleepeth, and

must be awaked." But Elijah's God was

not asleep. He had not gone so far but

what he could hear the prayer of his cho-

sen servant. The God of heaven never

sleeps. His ear is open constantly to

the cries that come up unto him; his

eye is never closed; he looks upon all

his creations; and though he rules in the

heavens above and regulates the motions

of the universe and controls the plan-

ets with which the heavens are embla-

zoned, there is none of us so insignif-

icant, small or obscure that he cannot

hear our prayers and our cries. We have

proved this time and time again in the

history of this people. His preserving

care has been round about us; he has

never forsaken us; and often, when ev-

erything seemed as though destruction

was inevitable, and that there was no

path of deliverance, he has calmed the

angry elements, he has opened the path

and made it plain, he has caused the

light of his glory to shine upon that path,

and it has been clear to those who have

been walking humbly and uprightly be-

fore him. This people are a standing

witness in the midst of all the nations

of the earth that God lives, and that he

is the Being the Scriptures say he is.

Think of the plots that have been de-

vised against us; think of the plans that

have been laid for our destruction; no

end to them, and yet this little hand-

ful of people, six in the beginning, have

gone on increasing, trusting in God as

their Deliverer. We have been mobbed,

tried and persecuted in various ways,

but all these things have had the effect

of cleansing us, they have all had their

purpose. I would not give much for this

Church today if all who had joined it

were members of it—that is, members

of it with their sins and corruptions and

inclinations to do wrong. I am thank-

ful for one thing connected with this

work, namely, that every trial has the

effect of cleansing the Church, of keep-

ing it pure, of taking away from it the

dross and leaving the somewhat purer

element. It would not do for the tares to

grow up and choke the wheat. Therefore

all these things have served a wise pur-

pose in the economy of God; and there

is this peculiarity about this Church, it

has the power of self-purification, it car-

ries with it, as it were, the power of self-

purification. Let a man or a woman in

this Church do wrong and persist in that

wrong, and sooner or later the Spirit of

God will be grieved and they will lose

that spirit and their attachment to the

truth, and will fall away. In this way we

have been preserved. The union of the

people to a great extent has been pre-

served. It is true that those who have left

us are opposed to us; it is true there is

opposition from various sources; but this

does not change nor affect the fact that

there are those who do right, nor does

it detract from nor lessen the spirit of

God which they have received, the spirit

of union and of love. That spirit burns

as brightly today in the midst of faithful

people as it ever did.

Now there are a good many who

look upon this work—and some of

our faithful Saints, too—and get dis-

couraged because they see iniquity


