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unto us knowledge in regard to these
eternal laws, that we may go parallel with
them, walk with them and by them, in
order that we may be saved—saved from
sin and sorrow, saved from death, saved
from destruction, saved from evil, and be
blessed and rewarded for our fidelity and
faithfulness to those laws.

In the first place, God requires us to
have faith in Him, because it is not pos-
sible to please Him without faith. If we do
not have faith in Him, we will not listen to
Him, we will not accept His word, we will
not be led and counseled by Him, hence
it is necessary that this principle should be
and abide with the Latter-day Saints.

It is necessary, too, that we repent
and turn away from sin, and work righ-
teousness. | would to the Lord that all
Israel had thus worked up to this day,
from the time we embraced the Gospel,
that we had done right from that time
until now, that our sins should all be for-
given us. We cannot have our sins forgiv-
en, and continue in sin. That would not
be rational; it would not be philosophi-
cal. We will find that every requirement
that God has made upon us tends to di-
rect us in the strait and narrow path. But
when I consider the organization of the
kingdom of God, the Priesthood that he
has restored to us, crowned with the First
Presidency and the Apostleship, giving to
us every quorum in the Melchizedek and
Aaronic Priesthoods, setting all things
in order; and requiring every man and
woman to be prayerful morning and eve-
ning, and to remember our secret prayers;
to pay our tithing; to build Temples;
to perform missions; to partake of the
Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper every
Sabbath day—and the various duties that
are required of the several quorums of
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Priesthood: it does seem to me that the
Lord has been well acquainted with man’s
situation and necessities here, to arrange so
many safeguards and provisions, for caring
for the people, looking after them, and feel-
ing after them, directing them, counseling
and advising them, and holding them to
the strait and narrow way into which they
have been led by faith. And not only do
they need to be planted in the strait way,
but it is necessary that all those require-
ments be made upon them, and that they
listen to them, and heed them in order that
they may be kept in that way through life.
For there is another power in the world
that is working assiduously and faithfully,
by night and day, to destroy the children
of men and defeat the will of God, and to
thwart His plans. And it is the business of
that power to destroy man, to turn him
from the service of God to the service of
the Evil One. And hence the necessity of
all this carefulness, these detailed plans and
regulations urged in the Gospel of Christ,
to keep men in the strait and narrow path.
And with all this, some of Israel will go
over the wall, they cannot be kept in. They
will break out in spite of all the guards and
bulwarks thrown around them. And the
Spirit of the Lord which we received when
we embraced the Gospel, and that was in-
tended to be with us always, is grieved and
driven from us because of our want of fi-
delity and humility, and because of our
carelessness in the observance of the laws of
God.

I spoke somewhat in regard to the am-
bition that Latter-day Saints should have,
which I think has somewhat cooled in the
Elders of Israel. If it was in the obtain-
ing of a good country; if in colonizing
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