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Spirit to be with us in the future. This

we do every Sabbath day, prayers every

morning, prayers every night, prayers

secretly every day of our lives; and

when this is the case with the Latter-day

Saints, when they partake of the sacra-

ment worthily, and do not eat and drink

condemnation to their own souls, there

will be less sickness and less quarrels

among us, and the spirit of the Lord will

brood over Zion.

I have thought that if we as Elders

of Israel would seek to obtain a knowl-

edge as to why these principles are given

to us and their force and effect upon

us, we could then explain them better

to our families than we can today. But

we have been satisfied by receiving a

portion of the spirit of the Lord. We

have not progressed as we should; we

have yielded obedience to the ordinance

of baptism, but we have not gone for-

ward as we ought to have done. Pos-

sibly we have gathered with the Saints

into these valleys, but individually we

have settled down more or less to follow

the ways of the world, to the making of

means, to the cultivation of our farms,

etc. We send our children to school, it

is true; but there is not that system of

education, there is not that training and

teaching of the sons by the mothers that

ought to be. We have grown more or

less careless regarding these things; we

have become somewhat wrapped up in

the things of the world. But I tell you

that every Elder in Israel ought to feel

like saying, "Father, use me as thou wilt.

Give me power to magnify my calling

and Priesthood, so that when contagious

diseases come into the land I may look

unto Thee for help." By observing the

Word of Wisdom, I believe that many of

the calamities which come upon us as

families could be averted; not that we

would live forever; but I do believe that

many would be saved unto us that are

taken away because of our want of faith

and because we break the laws which

have been revealed unto us. When a

man is doing right he has remarkable

courage. You know it is said that sin

makes cowards of us all. Now, the man

that would approach the Father should

not be a coward. In approaching the

throne of grace, we should do so with

humility, but with frankness, asking in

faith, believing that the Lord will give.

Take my exhortation, my brethren

and sisters, and observe the laws of

the Lord; become acquainted with them,

practice them in your lives, and let your

time be employed from this day hence-

forth in observing the laws of God, that

we may have His salvation and blessing

in this life and exaltation in the life to

come. May the Lord bless you. Amen.


