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ribly wronged, see no hope for him in

the great future, but believe that he

must disappear before the march of civ-

ilization and the increase of the pale

faces. Now, Joseph Smith has predicted

in this Book of Mormon the very oppo-

site of this, and the world will yet see

and know for themselves whether he is a

true Prophet or not concerning this. This

Book of Mormon with its promises is to

a very great extent based upon the idea

and the view that there is a future for

the red man of this continent, and that

they will at some time become an en-

lightened people and be redeemed from

their present condition.

Now, if Joseph Smith had chosen

to have said something as an impos-

tor that would have suited the peo-

ple, he would never have published the

promises which this book contains con-

cerning the red man; he would never

have thought of such a thing, because

the whole current of thought, even as

early as the days of his childhood, was

in a different direction. But inspired of

God he made these predictions, and they

are left on record like the other predic-

tions to which I have alluded, and they

will be fulfilled just as sure as God has

spoken. And it is in consequence of our

entertaining these views that we have

been accused of having undue sympa-

thy with the red man; because we have

believed that they were human beings,

that they had souls to be saved, and

have felt to treat them with that kind-

ness which we think is due to every man

that stands in the form of God, what-

ever his race or color may be, whether

black or red, yellow or white. Because

we have taken this course and entertain

these views, we have been accused thou-

sands of times of having undue sympa-

thy with the Indians, and sometimes of

rendering them aid in their depreda-

tions. In our valleys and throughout

our mountains an Indian has been as

safe as be would be in the midst of

his tribe. We have fed them, we have

clothed them, we have endeavored to ele-

vate them, we have treated them kindly.

We have thought that a man who would

shed the blood of an Indian would receive

as severe condemnation and punishment

therefore, as if he were to shed the blood

of a white man. We have also endeavored

to teach the people this idea, and the con-

sequence is that travel where our people

may, if it be known that they are people

of Utah, they can travel with a degree of

safety that no one else can, because for

these thirty-four years in these moun-

tains we have pursued this policy—not

to aid them in their attacks upon the

whites, but, on the contrary, to persuade

them—and, in fact, we have endeavored

by force of arms to prevent them from do-

ing such things when they have resolved

to go upon the warpath. We have invari-

ably said to them: "You cannot commit a

greater crime than to shed the blood of

your fellow men, whether it be of your

own race or any other race." Our influ-

ence has been to maintain peace, to en-

deavor to reclaim them from their de-

graded and indigent condition, and teach

them industrious habits and those arts

which would elevate them from their

degradation. The Book of Mormon has

had that influence with us, and, as I

have said, there are promises connected

with it which will yet be fulfilled, and

which will establish, even more than it

is already established the truth of what

I have said, that Joseph was a man in-

spired of God, and that he spoke by the

inspiration of the Almighty.

I know that it is very fashionable


