
days, there were good reasons why that 
should be so. Communication never 
ceased when the people were faithful. 
When they honored God, when they 
kept the commandments of God, when 
they listened to the voice and admoni-
tions of His Prophets, communication 
never ceased under these circumstances. 
But when the people turned unto idols, 
when they followed Baal, when they hard-
ened their hearts against God, when they 
persecuted and slew His Prophets, then 
in his anger he withdrew from them, his 
face was hidden, his voice was no longer 
heard, there were no longer visions, there 
were no longer prophecies in the land—
an unbroken stillness reigned between the 
heavens and the earth until the people 
again repented, sometimes under the in-
spiration of a Prophet, sometimes under 
some good king raised up and turning 
to the Lord. Then again Prophets ap-
peared, predictions were heard, the voice 
of revelation, or in other words, the voice 
of God through his servants, was heard 
in the land. And so it was after the days 
of the Savior. When he was killed his 
Apostles still lived, and they proclaimed 
the truth, and they would have continued 
to do so, to have perpetuated the line of 
the Apostles, to have ordained Apostles 
after Apostles, for, as Paul has said, God 
has placed first in the Church, Apostles. 
The Church of Christ is not perfect 
without Apostles. Apostles were as neces-
sary as Teachers; they were as necessary 
as Evangelists; they were as necessary as 
Pastors. But the wicked would not al-
low Apostles to live, for Apostles were 
men who had revelation, Apostles were 
inspired of God; they became, as it were, 
the oracles of Jehovah to the inhabitants 
of the earth. But they were slain, one

after another. The Church was persecut-
ed, the men of God were destroyed, and 
of course when this came to pass, dark-
ness prevailed. There were no means of 
receiving revelation. How could God send 
men unto people who would kill them? 
He destroyed the Jewish nation for kill-
ing his Son, and he broke in pieces other 
nations for killing His Apostles. And thus 
there arose a system having the form of 
godliness, but denying the power thereof; 
a system that was popular, a system of reli-
gion that monarchs caused to be taught in 
their dominions and to their subjects, and 
a great change occurred throughout what is 
called Christendom. The followers of this 
religion, instead of being persecuted and 
hunted, instead of having to hide in caves 
and dens to escape the wrath of the gov-
erning powers, those that were left of them 
emerged from their hiding places and were 
elevated to places of power and honor, 
and the followers of him who was called 
the meek and lowly Jesus, became, in some 
instances, the rulers of the land. Thus per-
secution ceased, and with the stoppage 
of persecution there was also a cessation 
of revelation. There was no voice from 
heaven, no angels descended, no men had 
visions—that is, I am speaking now in gen-
eral terms. The Church was not organized 
upon its original plan; it departed from it; 
and from that time until a little over half a 
century ago, this continued to be the case. 
Have there been reformers? Yes; good men, 
men who served God to the best of their 
ability, Wycliffe, Luther, Calvin, Wesley, 
and many others, arose in their genera-
tions, and strove to the best of their ability 
to turn the tide and to have men seek  
after God. But they had not the author-

THE BLESSINGS ENJOYED, ETC. 265

JOD Vol 22-LIVE.indd   265JOD Vol 22-LIVE.indd   265 5/26/20   6:46 PM5/26/20   6:46 PM


