268

virtue of this Apostleship they proceeded
to organize the Church under the com-
mand of God.

And witness, my brethren and sisters,
the marvelous results which have followed
the restoration of this angelic and divine
power, witness the marvelous results wher-
ever this Gospel has gone. It has gone forth
accompanied by the convincing power of
God. The humble of the earth have been
baptized and they have received a testi-
mony from God that their sins have been
forgiven. What wonderful power this is!
The power to remit sins by the administra-
tion of an holy and divine ordinance. Yet
this has been the case. Humble men have
been chosen and ordained of God, and
have gone forth carrying this power with
them. They have taken those who believed
into the waters of baptism, immersed
them, and God has witnessed unto those
souls that their sins have been remitted.
A wonderful power! And then they have
laid their hands upon them and the Holy
Ghost has descended as in ancient days,
and the gifts, blessings and graces of the
Gospel have accompanied the adminis-
tration of that holy ordinance, and the
hearts of the people have been bound
together. Oh, how wonderful it is when
we look at itl—men and women of every
nation, kindred, tongue and people to be
bound together as the heart of one man,
under the influence of the power of God,
through this humble agency. Such men
start out feeling their dependence on
God. They have no learning to boast of;
they have no advantages to any great ex-
tent, yet they have not the disadvantages
that some people have to contend with.
I think it is a positive disadvantage to be
as many ministers are. A man is terribly
encumbered who goes through the mill
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to be prepared to teach the Gospel. But
when a man goes forth putting his trust
in God, he feels that in and of himself he
is nothing; that if he brings a soul to the
knowledge of the truth, he knows that it
must be by the power of God. He goes
forth trembling and weeping, yet he bears
precious seed. He knows he has the mes-
sage of life and salvation, that God has
chosen him to deliver that message, and
he goes among the people, bearing his tes-
timony in humility, calling upon God to
bear witness of the truth of what he has
said, calling upon the people to repent and
to forsake their sins and turn to God. It
is not his eloquence, it is not his popular-
ity, it is not his wealth, it is nothing of this
kind that convinces the people, but it is
the Spirit of God which rests upon them.
They are filled with joy and peace. They
read the Bible as they never read it before.
The scales drop from their eyes. They see
the beauties of the Gospel, and they won-
der how it was they did not see them be-
fore. And all this through the restoration of
the Holy Priesthood. The Prophet Joseph
Smith, inspired of God, laid the founda-
tion of a Church that has not the like of
it on the earth. Men wonder at it. They
say, “What an organization you have; how
wonderful it is.” It is wonderful because it
is Divine, it came from God. Man’s wis-
dom did not devise it—man’s wisdom has
not maintained it. Whatever there is about
it, God must have the glory.

In conclusion, my brethren and
sisters, I say to you, cleave to the truth,
revere this book (the Bible) and the other
books that we have received. These pre-
cious records contain the word of God.
We can look back to olden times and
see how our brethren and sisters did,
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