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highly necessary that fathers and moth-
ers in Israel should adopt a more strict
and conscientious course in the instruc-
tion of their sons in regard to the prin-
ciples of the Gospel. We find in search-
ing among our brethren, that we are
compelled at times to call upon men
who have in some measure—and to a
very great extent in some instances—
neglected to fully study and comprehend
in their entirety the principles of the
Gospel. They have been faithful in the
discharge of some of their duties, but the
cares of life, the necessity of providing
for families, aiding father and mother,
etc., have prevented them receiving that
care and attention and instruction, by
those who are placed to watch over them
that they should receive. It is a fact,
patent to all of us, that those children
who are called around the fireside at
home and instructed in the principles
of the Gospel by father and mother;
that these children, though they may
be wayward for a season, as they grow
older, get the principles of the Gospel
fixed upon their minds, a substantial
foundation is laid, and as the days of
thoughtlessness pass away, they are pre-
pared to step forward and perform their
part in the advancement of the work of
God upon the earth. I think, therefore,
it would be a wise and prudent thing
for every family in Israel, that have
sons arrived at the years of account-
ability, to teach them, not only when
they have grown to this age, but from
childhood up, so that when the time ar-
rives they may be prepared to go forward
in the various fields of labor, and use
their influence in the advancement of the
work which our Father has established.
We frequently have to strive, in some
measure, to keep our children around
us, inasmuch as they are engaged in
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various pursuits, sometimes in various
places; yet it would be the ambition and
pride of every man and woman who are
rearing a son in Zion, that he should be a
messenger of peace and salvation to the
world.

This is one of the subjects that I felt to
touch upon in Conference. I have never
been called upon before to look around
in the interests of missionary work, but
I have been led to reflect upon this mat-
ter. The noblest work that a son can be
engaged in is the work of carrying the
Gospel to the nations of the earth, and
to do this successfully they must have
a testimony of the truth within their
own hearts. Every father and mother,
as their sons become of age, should see
that they are prepared for the respon-
sibility and honor of a position of this
kind, and thus be an honor to their par-
ents, who have stood firm to the princi-
ples of the Gospel. In my brief experience
in this matter I have had to approach
many young men who have been in some
measure wayward, not wicked; they are
willing to go and try, but they feel that
their lives have not been as exemplary
as they might have been. No young man,
however lowly his estate may be, is ex-
empt from this right and privilege—the
son of the farmer and the son of the
lumberman, as much as the son of the
merchant, the doctor, or the sons of the
Twelve, Presidency of Stakes, Bishops of
Wards, etc.; the same responsibility rests
upon all who have espoused the cause
of truth, and who are desirous that our
names should stand in Israel.

I would therefore plead with the
young men that are within the sound
of my voice this day, that they pre-
pare themselves for this great work,
study the scriptures of truth, culti-
vate the spirit of humility, and strive



