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CONFERENCE, TUESDAYMORNING, APRIL 5, 1881.

REPORTED BY JOHN IRVINE.

A great variety of topics have been

alluded to during our Conference; and

I trust that the people will be able to

remember, after their return to their

homes, the various counsels and instruc-

tions that they have received. Our meet-

ing together in a conference of this char-

acter ought to be exceedingly profitable

to us. Certainly these are occasions of

great interest; and I am sure if the in-

structions which have been given are

carried out by the people, they will pro-

duce a marked improvement in their

lives.

There are many subjects which sug-

gest themselves to us upon occasions

like the present. We are placed in such

circumstances that it requires constant

teachings, constant counseling to enable

us to accomplish the duties devolving

upon us.

There is one thing that has impressed

itself very much upon my mind, to which

allusion has been made by others since

our Conference commenced, namely, the

subject of education.

My position for many years has been

such as to deeply impress me with its

value and with the importance of our at-

tending strictly to this matter in our var-

ious settlements.

There are no people with whom I

am acquainted upon the face of the

earth who need and who can find use for

education to the extent that the Latter-

day Saints can. The sending out of mis-

sionaries, the building up of settlements,

the laying the foundation of a govern-

ment in a desert land uninhabited by

other people; the framing of a polity that

produces the results that we have seen

produced already in our valleys, and the

taking part, as we naturally will have

to do, in all matters affecting the weal

and the independence of our children

and others, all these considerations ap-

peal most powerfully to us as a people,

as fathers and mothers, and as citizens,

to do all in our power for the advance-

ment of the cause of true education in

our midst. Those who are familiar with

the people and with what has been done

must feel gratified at the improvement

which has already been made in vari-

ous directions. There is a rapidly grow-

ing taste for everything that is elevating.

I can remember when a boy, when we

came here, of the feeling of the boys and

the young men; to ride bronco horses,

wear big spurs, use the lasso dexterously,

break wild horses, and pursuits of that

character, were then deemed the most

desirable accomplishments by many.

A great change has taken place.

We now have our Mutual Improve-


